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PREFACE 


It was natural that so significant an event as the 250th Anni- 
versary of the First Arrival of William Penn in America should 
not pass without something like due recognition and with a hearty 
endeavor on the part of the Delaware County Historical Society, 
particularly so far as Penn was connected with what is now Dela- 
ware County, to arrange for a suitable celebration. 

As a matter of fact, however, the earlier steps looking toward 
such a celebration were taken by the Friends’ Historical Associa- 
tion, and the Delaware County Historical Society is under obliga: 
tion to the Association for the privilege of using materials which 
have already appeared in the Autumn Number, 1932, of the Bul- 
letin of the Association and are reproduced as a part of this mono- 
graph. The Delaware County Historical Society wishes to 
recognize fully this courtesy and to express hearty appreciation for 
the privileges thus accorded. 

In particular we are indebted to the Director of the Association’s 
Penn Commemoration, Dr. Albert Cook Myers, who suggested 
such a publication as that which is now offered and has further 
aided in its preparation and in supplying cuts; and to Professor 
Rayner W. Kelsey, Ph.D., Editor of the Bulletin of the Associa- 
tion, who very cordially consented to the use of those parts of the 
Bulletin here reproduced and has aided in furnishing the cuts we 
are permitted to use. 


FRANK GRANT LEWIS 
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I 
GENERAL ACCOUNT 


The Summer Meeting of the Friends’ Historical Association 
was devoted to an observance of the First Arrival of William 
Penn in America, in 1682. 

The meetings of the Association were held in Chester on the 
seventh day of the fifth month, Saturday, May 21st, 1932. 

The first session was arranged for the Friends’ Meeting House, 
24th and Chestnut Streets, Chester, which was built in 1829. This 
session began at 2:30 P.M., daylight saving time, and was under 
the chairmanship of Charles Francis Jenkins, President of the 
Association. 

As a preface to this meeting, the student of history in the future 
and all others concerned are indebted to an account written by C. 
Wilfred Conard, which was prepared for The Friend, printed 
6 Mo. 2, 1932, and is reproduced, in part, from the Bulletin of the 
Friends’ Historical Association. 


“Not only was the weather marvelously favorable to the oc- 
casion, but the municipality of Chester contributed much to its 
completeness. The gracious welcome of Mayor Ward, delivered 
in the old town hall, offered us the freedom of the City. Our 
great cavalcade of automobiles (more than a hundred of them and 
twice as many as were expected) was escorted through the streets 
by the Chief of Police, in person, and his presence was an ade- 
quate assurance against red lights and traffic regulations. And so 
our visit to the ancient landmarks of Penn’s coming to Pennsyl- 
vania was made under most fortunate conditions. 

“The march of that which we call civilization has dealt hardly 
with the things of the past. The monument which marks the spot 
where Penn first set foot on the land of his new possession stands 
well away from the water, and beside the tracks of the Philadel- 
phia and Reading Railroad. The site of Robert Wade's * Essex 
House,’ where he welcomed the great visitor, is now a barren and 
treeless street, built up with narrow brick dwellings. The noble 
trees which were there are forever gone. The Roadstead in front 
of Wade’s Wharf, in which the ships of the emigrants swung at 
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14 WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


anchor, is now ‘ made land,’ and given over to the call of big busi- 
ness. The waters of the Delaware and of Chester Creek, then 


_ sweet and pure, and alive with fish and wild game, in their season, 


are now polluted with the foul waste of our age of industry and 
material progress. As one gazes at the sordid desolation of the 
place, which is unfortunately typical of so much of our industrial 
community, and reflects on all of the beauty that has been, and that 
has been so ruthlessly destroyed, he wonders when mankind will 
so far advance in the slow climb toward intelligence that considera- 
tion of the things that are lovely and worthy to be engaged will 
take an equal place with mechanical utility and efficiency—when 
the purity and beauty of our landscape and our surroundings wiil 
weigh equally with the productivity of our mills and the cost of 
our machine-made merchandise. 

“The same thoughts came to us as we looked on the fine old 
meeting-house built in 1736 of imported English bricks, and still 
substantial though in ill repair, and no longer used by Friends. 
Once it was in the center of the city’s activities, just off the mar- 
ket square, and with a good view of the river. But Friends have 
long ago moved their residences from Market Square, and the 
river has ceased to be a thing of beauty. The old meeting-house 
site maintains a faded dignity, amid dilapidated surroundings—a 
monument to a past and well-nigh forgotten age. Nearby in the 
Old Swedes’ Burying Ground, is the grave and monument to John 
Morton, a leading citizen of the Province, and chairman of the 
Pennsylvania delegation to the convention which adopted the 
Declaration of Independence. It is said that his was the deciding 
vote cast on that memorable day. Across the street, in what was 
formerly the Episcopal Churchyard, was the grave of James Sande- 
lands, one of those first citizens of Chester who welcomed Penn, 
and under his leadership did noble service in laying the founda- 
tions of the new commonwealth. His mural gravestone, once in 
the old yard, but later moved to another location, was very well 
described in a paper read by George Norman Highley. Evangeline 
L. Harvey read an interesting paper on the Washington Inn, still 
standing and in service, in which General George Washington 
wrote his only account for Congress, of the Battle of Brandywine. 

“ The home of Caleb Pusey, still standing beside Chester Creek 
at Upland, is the only dwelling house remaining in which Penn was 
a guest at the time of his first visit to America. It was a humble 
one-story stone dwelling in Penn’s time, located more than a mile 
up the creek from its mouth, and from Robert Wade’s home. It 
must have been somewhat in the country, in the view of the more 
sophisticated dwellers in the ‘City’ But the ‘Pusey House’ 
still stands, while there is nothing left of the more urban parts of 
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GENERAL ACCOUNT 15 


the settlement. And Caleb Pusey himself, an interested Friend 
and man of affairs in the infant colony, has left an indelible mark 
for good upon its history, more lasting perhaps than his dwelling 
house. 

“The bright spot among the vanishing monuments of past days 
is the old Town Hall of Chester, built in 1724, and still standing to 
remind us that Colonial Pennsylvania had good taste and_ built 
worthily more than two hundred years ago. The venerable build- 
ing stands in the center of the business district of the city, and has 
been very skilfully restored within recent years, so that it now ap- 
pears much as it did when it was first built, and remains one of the 
oldest if not the oldest public building continuously in use, on the 
American continent. James A. G. Campbell, one of the best in- 
formed of the men of Chester, told us something of this old build- 
ing, and how, a few years ago, the ‘more progressive’ citizens 
wanted to demolish the old Hall, and build something more worthy 
of an ambitious city. Fortunately such vandalism was blocked, 
and under the leadership of the late Governor Sproul, the ancient 
structure was saved and restored to its present interesting con- 
dition. Its colonial design, fine lines and the beautiful masonry 
of its walls, speak eloquently of the good taste of its builders. 

“ All history is not of the distant past. Each day and each hour, 
new chapters are written in the archives of time—and of Friends’ 
Historical Association, and when those of us who were present on 
this memorable occasion shall peruse again the chapters which 
record the events of the day, not the least interesting will be those 
which tell of the delightful gathering in the late afternoon sun- 
shine, beneath the great trees which shade the meeting-house on 
Chestnut Street. From many places Friends were assembled, and 
many not Friends, and together broke bread in that fellowship 
which grows only out of a common appreciation of a noble past 
and a common purpose for a noble future. 

“ Perhaps this social opportunity was the most profitable part of 
the day for many of us, but every part of the meeting was remark- 
ably well-planned and carried through.” 


II 
ROBERT WADE 


The morning session at the Meeting House consisted of ad- 
dresses, the first of which was by Dr. Albert Cook Myers, the 
eminent historian and specialist on Pennsylvania history and fore- 
most authority on William Penn. 


ROBERT WADE, THE EARLIEST QUAKER SETTLER 
ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE DELAWARE RIVER, 
IN 1676, AND THE FIRST AMERICAN HOST 
OF WILLIAM PENN, IN 1682 


By Avsert Cook MYERS 


The place of origin in England of Robert Wade, the first Quaker 
to settle on the west side of the Delaware River, in 1676, hitherto 
has eluded the search of the historians. Now, however, it is a 
gratification to state that the missing information has been re- 
ceived from England and is here presented for the first time in 
public. 

As might be expected from the name Essex House, which he ap- 
plied to his Chester home, Robert Wade was an Essexman. His 


- father was Robert Wade, yeoman, of Earls Colne, County Essex. 


This is a parish town, about forty miles northeast of London 
and ten miles northwest of the ancient Roman city of Colchester, 
in the same county. The parish takes its name from a nearby 
stream, the River Colne, and from the family of de Vere, Earls of 
Oxford, who had a seat here, given to the first of the line, Alberic 
de Vere, by his brother-in-law, William the Conqueror. The old 
church contains the arms of John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, who 
restored it in 1532. Several older monuments in the church of 
this noble family were brought from the earlier church of a Bene- 
dictine priory, founded in the eleventh century by Aubrey de Vere, 
one of the monks. | 
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ROBERT WADE 17 





It was of this family, it would seem, that the poet Tennyson, in 
his “ Lady Clara Vere de Vere—The daughter of a Hundred 
Earls,” sings these familiar lines: 


“ Howe’er it be, it seems to me, 
Tis only noble to be good; 
Kind hearts are more than coronets, 
And simple faith than Norman blood.” 


While yet in his teens, Robert Wade, the younger, came up to 
London, in the time of Oliver Cromwell, the Protector, to learn the 
carpenter trade. He was placed as an apprentice for seven years, 
on November 25, 1656, to Robert Leane, of the Houndsditch. 
This place to which Robert came to live with his master was in 
East London, just outside the City wall upon the then filled-in 
moat, so named because it was once a repository for dead dogs 
and like carrion. 

In the year 1659 our young carpenter’s apprentice had become a 
Quaker, and in April of that year he and many others of his sect 
delivered “ A Declaration to the Parliament,” protesting against 
Quaker persecutions. Staunchly they awaited a reply in majestic 
old Westminster Hall, builded by William Rufus, in 1099 and 
Richard II in 1394, an edifice with a thousand memories of the 
chief scenes in English history, of famous trials, and of corona- 
tion feasts, still standing, one of the glories of England. 

In 1662 and 1664 Robert Wade was a prisoner for his belief in 
London. Asa carpenter of the city he was married Fourth Month 
28, 1664, in Friends’ Meeting at the Peel, in St. John’s Street, 
London, to Lydia Evans, of St. Botolph’s, Aldgate, London. 

In 1667, when he himself received an apprentice for seven 
years, he was styled Citizen and Carpenter of Houndsditch, indi- 
cating that he had attained to the dignity of membership in that 
important corporation of London, the Carpenters’ Company. 

June 28, 1675, while still a resident of London, he received a 
deed from John Fenwick for 500 acres of land in West New 
Jersey. Leaving his wife behind, he came over to that Province 
with Fenwick in the Ship Griffin, arriving at Salem in the autumn 
of the same year. 

Dissatisfied with the wrangling that went on in Fenwick’s 
Colony, Robert Wade came over the Delaware River to Upland, 
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18 WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


locating upon the plantation called “ Printzdorp,” which he pur- 
chased March 21, 1675-6, changing its name to “ Essex House.” 
He acquired it from its earlier occupant, Armegot, widow of Johan 
Papegoja, Vice-Governor of New Sweden, 1653-1654, and suc- 
cessor in ownership to her father, Johan Printz, the Swedish first 
Governor, 1643-1653, in present Pennsylvania. 

June 25, 1676, as one of the chief purchasers from Fenwick, 
Wade joined with him and others in an agreement of settlement 


and division of lands within Fenwick’s Colony, which provided for 


the laying out of the towns of Cohansey and Salem. 

The following letter of Robert Wade is dated “ Delarware River 
the place called Upland, the 2d. of the 2d. Month 1676.” 

“Dear and Loving Wife, 

. . . had John Fenwick done wisely, we had not been disperst 
. . . Lhope thou wilt be well satisfied to come and live here, .. . 
I have bought a Plantation by the advice and consent of some 
Friends, upon which there is a very good house, a great deal of 
Out-housing, Orchards, and Gardens ready planted, and well 
fenced; I do intend . . . after the Harvest is gotten in, to come to 
England for thee, and I hope thou wilt be willing to come, seeing 
here are severall of thy Neighbours whom thou knowest well, as 
Richard Guy and his Wife, and William Hancock and his Wife, 
and many others: and here is an honest Friend with me, that 
would have a fourth part of the Land.” ? 

Another letter of Robert Wade to his wife, dated Fourth Month 
17, 1676, contains the following: 

“R. Guy hath bought a Plantation close by me, so we shall be 
very near Neighbours, and the rest of our acquaintance are near 
us, and I hope now thou art satisfied by John Meadock that I 
could not write to thee before.” ° 

Further information is contained in a letter from Roger Pederick 
to his wife in England: “ From Delaware River the 14th day of 
the 14th [sic] Month 1676 . . . Iam with Robert Wade, who has 
bought a plantation, and I am to have part with him, which will 
come to a little above 26 1.” * 

In 1676 William Edmundson, the noted Quaker minister from 

2See A Further Account of New Jersey [Printed 1676], pp. 6-7. 


8 Jbid., pp. 10-11. 
4 Ibid., pp. 12-14. 
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ROBERT WADE 19 


Ireland, records in his printed Journal that on a First Day “we 
went to Uplands, where were a few Friends met at Robert Wade’s 
House, and we were glad of one another, and comforted in the 
Lord, after Meeting [accompanied by Robert Wade] we took 
Boat, and went to Salem, about Thirty Miles there lived John 
Fenwick and several Families of Friends from England.” 

The Dutch Labadist, Jasper Danckaerts, in his J ournal (p. 106 
ff.) states, November 22, 1679, that Robert Wade brought him 
down the Delaware River to his own house at Upland. “ Robert 
Weert,” he adds, “is the best Quaker we have yet seen, and his 
wife is a good woman.” After supper, he continues, “‘ We were 
taken to a place to sleep directly before an open window, to which 
there was no shutter, so that it could not be closed, and as the night 
was very cold, and it froze hard, we could scarcely keep ourselves 
warm.” The next day, “It was late before we left here, and we 
therefore had time to look around a little, and could see the re- 
mains of the residence of Madame Papegay, who had had her 
dwelling here when she left Tinakonk. We had nowhere seen so 
many vines together as we saw here, which had been planted for 
the purpose of shading the walks on the river side, in between the 
trees. The dinner being ready I was placed at the table next to 
the before named prophetess [Hanna Salter], who while they all 
sat at the table, began to groan and quake untill at length the whole 
bench shook. Then rising up she began to pray, shrieking so that 
she could be heard as far as the river. This done, she was quickly 
in the dish, and her mouth began immediately to prate worldly and 
common talk in which she was not the least ready. When the meal 
was finished . . . our host took us to the path” (p. 107). 

December 1679, 25 Monday. Robert Wade came down the 
River in his boat to New Castle. He and his wife lodged at 
Ephraim Herrman’s. 

December 26. Danckaerts went in a boat with the Wades to 
Upland about 7 P.M. “The Quaker received us kindly, gave us 
supper, and counselled with us as to how we should proceed fur- 
ther. We were shown a better place to sleep than we had when 
we were here before. . . . We breakfasted and dined in one meal. 
. . . We paid Robert Wade who and his wife are the best Quakers 
we have found. They have always treated us kindly na (Ott) 
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i Saw WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


In 1679 Robert Wade was plaintiff in New Castle Court, in a 
suit against the estate of Walter Wharton, Surveyor General on 
the Delaware, under the Duke of York. In 1680 he was plaintiff 
in a suit before the Upland Court. | 

Articles of agreement, 1 mo. (March) 12, 1684-5, are still of 
record, in which Robert Wade and Robert Goforth, both of “ the 
house Called Essexhouse near Chester, are the parties to the instru- 
ment.” Robert Wade lets to Robert Goforth of the plantation or 
farm where “ hee now Liveth,” with stock of cattle, horses, hogs, 
sheep for 7 years from date, and “one little house by the river 
which was a Smiths Shop;” also by the “ Creeke the place where 
formerlie bricks were made.” Robert Goforth is to have the 
servants, Richard Sharpe, William White, and William Thomas. 
He is also to have use of: “ The kitchen with the chamber over itt, 
& the passage & new roome with the Cellar over & the Chamber 
over them and for out housing the barne & stable with the other 


Conveniences about the yard.” Robert Wade reserves “ the house 


next ye river & the Orchard & the garden, with the Little ware- 
house by ye garden & Libertie to goe to the well & oven or 
Ovens.” 5 

On August 3, 1681, Robert Wade became a member of Governor 
Markham’s Council. He was commissioned by Markham as one 
of the justices of the Upland Court, and at the first sitting of the 
Court, September 13, 1681, occupied a seat on the bench, continu- 
ing to serve in that office, as well as in the councillorship, until 
shortly after the arrival of William Penn, when, November 25, 
1682, the Province was divided into-three counties,—Chester, 
Bucks, and Philadelphia. This division was followed by the ap- 
pointment of justices for the several counties, Robert Wade being 
included in the commission for Chester County. He served in this 
position until 1687, sometimes sitting as presiding judge. He was 
also a member of the first Assembly in 1682, and was re-elected in 
1684 and 1686. 

Robert Wade died in 1698. An abstract of his will dated Fifth 
Month 9, 1698, and probated Sixth Month 16, 1698, is as follows: 
“Will of Robert Wade, of Essex House, Chester Co., Pa... . 
well in years but in good health. To the free school at Philadel- 
phia £5 yearly to be paid to such as are appointed by the Monthly 


5 MS. Book of Bills, Bonds, 1684-1691, pp. 68-69. 


eee a A Su eae EG ei a Pl nl aE ens Re RES ee en ae ene ee ae kaso 
PRN DR Be Or en RD ark a a eR ce Mle eet net eli Ak Se te RE AE BA SO LAER AR NAL ES MER Ay «OA BE ON ay * = ee 


5 Pay) ; eat: Pain . 7 Tin 
ty 1 9 Inphandp por. 4 ae 
% av + wat tine 8 any i. 


uae xi ait romoamys 0 ¢ 
> i. vest | bao3a7 
| me sont Sin oe 





wamod? jvsittiW bas otis’ muilfiW voqued2 Inachifl etnswie be 
3% revo wodenads ont ditw nododial oT” : lo sty ovail oF cals eb OH 
wdined dt 2 tevo ialleD oft ayia ontroot woe 2 agaaasq ot BD 5 
vasito tlt dhiw sidnse 2 vecrnd ofl} grienod Ino tet bra solid r8v0 i 
Sevorl ols” zavivest sbsW todo “baey onl} twods esonsiasvaoD an 
-sre sind oft dthw .nabing od? 3 frst oft B tevin og deen : 


wo novo D llow 5H of c09 oF sihiadil & osbeiny ov ed oanod ‘ij 
Tomaved to tedindenn singed aba fiadoA 18t BreegeAaO i 
ono es snmbhieM yd benoisichenos sew OM .lipnoD a rneiteM a 
olf Jo. yoitte tei od} ta hic tsH0D Peniql sds bo esoiteyt sat to 1 


see Jloaed off mo th08 2 boiqnoso ,1@dt £1 redimatged ain0D ™ 
Jixow ,gidezrollionucs ott mi ee liow en ,svilio tad? mi aytoe oF gai 

2S ssdmevolt silw ens meilliW to tevires att pits ylsrvorte. 

notead—,eshoinaoo gout oti babivib ae anette ott S801 

qs st yd bewollod enw olaivih aidT 

grisd sha ¥/ tuxdot nobiase Waka acta akon Santen: 

- diit nt bayrs2 oH “gnwoD tote) rot nolatignmos wilt ai bsbobont 


















mtg)! 






ue BAS ag oe 
Len 






se 
oe: 


a 


ne bay iii als ie 


er 





es = lh rr 


ROBERT WADE 21 


Meeting of the Quakers of Philadelphia. . . . I give my brother 
Thomas Wade in Old England, 20s... . Unto my brother John 
Wade, 5 s.... To each child of Thomas Wade 20 s., except 
Robert and Lydia Wade, children of said Thomas Wade who is to 
be sent for into this Province of Pennsylvania. ... Unto my 
sister Rachels two daughters in Old England, 20s. each. . . . To 
Robert and Lydia Wade,® children of my brother Thomas Wade 
if they come to Pennsylvania, all my Plantation in Chester called 
Essex house, containing 360 acres, ... with all the Housing 
thereupon and all my utensils thereunto belonging after the de- 
cease of my executrix, the wife Lydia.” 

The inventory of Robert Wade, taken Seventh Month 2, 1698, 
included “ wearing Apparrell, 24.05. In the Chamber next the 
River, a bed with the furniture, 13-00-00. 4 blankets, 1 old chest 
of drawers, 1 Cabbinet, 1 Small Trunck, 2 Chests, 1 old Trunck, 
1 Looking glass, 2 brushes, 1 pare of fire dogs wt". brass heads, 2 
cheares, 1 Table, 2 Cushens.” 

The following items must conclude this sketch of our good 
Quaker pioneer, Robert Wade. They come from the original 
holograph of historian John F. Watson’s account of his visit to 
Chester, April 23, 1827: 

“The Essex house stood about 700 feet from Chester Creek, 
near the margin of the Delaware on a level field elevated about 15 
feet above tide water—200 feet from the house, towards the Creek 
the fast land terminated & thence 500 feet to the creek was then an 
inundated marsh, but long since embanked & made a good meadow. 
On the margin of the River near the house stood several lofty 
white Pines *—three of which remained until lately. Thence lead- 
ing down the Delaware was a long Row of lofty Walnut trees—a 
few still remain & I counted the large stumps of 12 cut down & 
gone—a very aged Holly tree, large for such a tree stood near the 
Cellar ruins & from this with a pious care I stole a Relic! The 
whole should be drawn in something like the following propor- 
tions.” [Drawing of Essex House.] 

“Essex House had its south gable End fronting to the River 
Delaware—and its Front upon Essex Street. Its back Piazza 

* Lydia, daughter of Thomas, came over after her uncle’s death, and after. 


her aunt’s death married Philip Eilbeck. Deed Book C. 119, 122. 
*“2 are still standing.” 
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ranged in a line with Chester Creek, which last separated the Essex 
House from the town of Chester.” 

« A yane once erected on Essex House which I much desire to 
possess was said on Enquiry to have been sold 13 yrs ago at Abner 
Bartons vendue, who sold out as a Black Smith—Messrs. Flowers 
are to seek it out & buy it for me.” 

On the same manuscript.is a note of Fifth Month (May) 1827, 
sn the hand of Deborah Logan. She has just heard from her 
friend John F, Watson that the antiquities of the Essex House are 
being sought after. She rejoices that this is being done and re- 
fers to the place as the “ seat of Rob[t]. Wade, where the Great 
and Good Founder of Pennsylvania was hospitably received, and 
passed ... the first night that he slept on the American shore.” 


The second address was a paper by George Vaux and, at its 
second reading, is reproduced in this volume (see p. 86). 

In planning the celebration it was recognized that some due at- 
tention should be given to the women who had so large a part in 
the founding of Pennsylvania. Accordingly, the address on Lydia 
Wade, which appears on page 89, was prepared and was read by 
Mrs. Lydia Sharpless Hawkins. 
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MEETING HOUSES 


Among the highly distinctive features of Delaware County are 
the early Friends’ Meeting Houses and Mr. Walter F. Price ac- 
cepted the invitation to prepare a paper of historical import 
which we have the privilege of reproducing below. 


FRIENDS’ MEETING HOUSES AT CHESTER, 
PENNSYLVANIA 


By WALTER F. Price 


The first recorded Friends’ meeting in the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania was held in 1676 in the home of Robert Wade, at Upland, 
when the eminent Irish Friend, William Edmundson, then on a 
religious visit to America, was present. 

Six years later came the following Minute: “Att a monthly 
meeting att Chester the 11th of 7th Mo. (Sept.) 1682... It is 
agreed by this meeting that a meeting shall be held for the servis 
and worship of God every first Day of the Week att the. Court 
House att Chester [House of Defence].” 

According to the Minutes, on the 6th day of First Month, 1687, 
the Monthly Meeting bought from Jéran Kyn a piece of land on 
Edgmont Street, sixty feet wide, running back on parallel lines to 
Chester Creek ; the property was between Second and Third Streets 
as we now know them. 

Several years passed before a building was erected, but an early 
step to that end was taken when a building committee was named, 
to whom the meeting gave power to act, but limited the size of the 
house thus, “they were to build a Meeting House at Chester 24 
feet sqwar and 10 feet high in the walls.” This step was taken at 
the house of Walter Faucett on the 6th of Fourth Month 1687, 
three months after the ground was bought. 

Nothing resulted from this action, for after more than three 
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years delay, the Meeting appointed a committee to get subscrip- 
tions; “ this was done diligently and fifty-four names are given as 
subscribers in the Record.” 

However, the building was not begun till the 6th of Second 
Month, 1691. A meeting held at the house of Walter Faucett 
agreed “that John Bristow and Caleb Pusey do forthwith agree 
wt and Inploy workmen in the building the meeting-house at 
Chester (w*t® stone) in the place that was formerly bought for that 
purpose . . . and that this meeting . . . do defray the charges of 
the saime, so that it exceed not above one Hundred pounds, and 
that there be one Convenient chimney at least, and that the s¢ John 
Bristow and Caleb Pusey do give account at the next month meet- 
ing.” | 

It seems to have been high time that they started work, as sev- 
eral subscribers asked the return of their money. As said above, 
the house was of stone, but was enlarged in 1/01 by money left by 
Lydia Wade; this addition was a brick kitchen. “ For Lydia 
Wade bequeathed thirty pounds to Chester Meeting, twenty of 
which were ‘towards the enlarging and finishing the meeting 
house of Friends in the town of Chester,’ the remaining ten pounds 
were to be expended by the womens meeting, to be ‘ disposed of as 
they shall think fit for the servis of truth.’ ” 

In this old structure Penn irequently spoke, and many pleasant 
memories clustered about this first meeting house. Therein serv- 
ice was held for forty-three years, until 1736 the Society found it 
necessary to erect a larger building, and the house on Edgmont 
Street was sold to Edward Russell. | 

On Fourth Month 18th, 1736, Caleb Copeland conveyed the 
southern part of the lot on Market Street, south of Third Street, 
on which the meeting house now stands, to Jacob Howell and 
others, that they hold the land as trustees for the use of Chester 
Meeting. 

The size of this house was thirty-eight feet by forty-eight feet. 
I deeply regret to find no picture of this fine old meeting house in 
its original state. It seems strange that it should have stood one 
hundred and fifty years and that there should not be some print or 


cut to show its appearance, but Ashmead uses these words in his — 


History of Delaware County: “In 1883 the building was thor- 
oughly modernized ’”—that means was thoroughly spoiled. 
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Please note that this building is*historic, built as it was, three 
years after Independence Hall. Its street front is fine brick-work, 
laid in Flemish Bond, with black headers; the cornices are excel- 
lent. The old sash with their small panes and the hoods or porches 
over the outside doors have been done away, and replaced with sash 
of two lights and porches which do not fit this building. More- 
over the old doors and all the interior woodwork and benches have 
been discarded, and have been replaced by what is worse than com- 
monplace. It is distressing to remember how many beautiful old 
meeting houses have been injured through misguided zeal. 

This afternoon we are to visit the old court house, dated 1724. 
Here we shall see how a fine old heirloom has been saved and 
restored to its original beauty by skill and good taste. May I en- 
treat any of you who have the care of old meeting houses, that you 
never allow old benches and interior unpainted woodwork to be 
varnished. So much of this has been done these past thirty years, 
and it has spoiled the lovely patina or delicate gray which one hun- 
dred and fifty years have given the wood. 

Lastly we come to the meeting house whose members are our 
hosts today. It is a pleasure to find a meeting house of the date of 
1829 that holds its own so well with the old traditions in its sim- 
plicity, charm, and fine setting. 
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A notable feature of the early days of Delaware County and the 
City of Chester was the House of Defence, in which the First As- 
sembly of Pennsylvania was held soon after Penn’s arrival in 1682 
and over which Penn himself presided. No small amount of study 
has been devoted to recovering as complete an account of this 
House of Defence as is possible, and the paper by Mr. Harry E. 
Sprogell, first read at this time, and again on October 28, 1932, is 
of exceptional value accordingly (see page 95). ; 
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IV 
DAVID LLOYD 


One of the distinguished and influential personalities of what is 
now Delaware County during the regime of William Penn was 


David Lloyd, and it was fitting that he and his relation to what — 


is now the City of Chester should receive due attention in such 
a paper as that reproduced below as an outcome of the careful 
study of Mr. Burton Alva Konkle, another contribution for this 
volume which, like those above, was first published in the Bulletin 
of the Friends’ Historical Association. 


DAVID LLOYD AND CHESTER 
By Burton AtvA KONKLE 


David Lloyd, or to translate into English, “ David Gray,” the 
greatest statesman of Pennsylvania’s first half-century, was thirty 
years old, when, on July 15th, 1686, he and his wife, Sarah, an 
Englishwoman, arrived in Philadelphia. He presented his com- 
mission as Attorney General from William Penn to his second 
cousin “kinsman,” President Thomas Lloyd. For President 
Thomas was a son of Charles Lloyd of Dolobran, and David was 
the son of Thomas of Manafon Parish, whose father was David 
of Meifod, both of Wales. The new Attorney General was not 
a Friend at this time, nor for his first five years in the colony, as 
the first mention of him as such is on May 29, 1691, when he was 
thirty-five years old. However, during the remaining forty years 
of his life, he was one of the leaders in all the activities of Friends, 
and easily first in their political and legal control of the colony. 

That he was Attorney General, the ablest lawyer on the Ameri- 
can shores, Chief Justice and Speaker of the Assembly during his 
life, is well known; but it is by no means so well known that, while 
the Founder was harassed all his years by enemies of his people 
and because of his relation to the Stuarts and varying English 
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DAVID LLOYD 27 


colonial policies, almost to his ruin, David Lloyd, with amazing 
skill and courage, led the people into permanent constitution and 
laws and almost republican freedom. What the great Founder 
would have favored in government we have no means of knowing, 
because, for the sake of holding his colonies against the Stuart fol- 
lowing and the parliamentary element after them, he was compelled 
to keep as near to their interpretation of his charter as would as 
much as possible prevent their attacks. But when it did not pre- 
vent their attacks, as in the Blackwell and Fletcher occupations, he 
secretly, in an anonymous publication—The Excellent Priviledge 
of Liberty and Property—urged them to stand fast for English 
rights. 

Under David Lloyd’s leadership they did stand so vigorously, 
that the Lord Chancellor compelled Penn to remove him, very 
much against the Founder’s will. But this was only temporary, 
for Lloyd led Pennsylvania from that time on to secure the fruits 
of the great revolution of 1688, just as Parliament had secured 
them for England, even though that body refused on its own mo- 
tion to pass them on to the colonies. These fruits were based upon 
legislative control of the purse, under the slogan: “ No laws de- 
sired; no money for the executive.” It took many years; and be- 
cause of parliamentary threats to Penn’s colonies, which Lloyd 
handled with great skill, diplomacy and civil disobedience, it often 
gave to the superficial an appearance of enmity between Pennsyl- 
vania’s people and their leader and the Founder, which was not 
true in any real sense. They were standing firm as the Founder 
had urged them to do; and continued to do so long after his sacri- 
fices had dethroned his intellect and taken his life. 

Penn and the people both chose David Lloyd as their legal and 
political guide; and Lloyd was enabled to do what the Founder, 
because of royal and parliamentary conditions in Britain, was un- 
able to do openly; and, because of Lloyd’s skill and courage, dur- 
ing a long life, he was able to do more than the great Founder 
could do, under the most severe charter of any of the colonies, as 
that of Pennsylvania most certainly was. Lloyd and the people 
could secure a constitution (or secondary charter) of 1701, when 
the Founder, of his own motion, would not have dared give it; in- 

deed, so fearful was he of the results at home in the change from 
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28 WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


a double legislative chamber to a single one, that even after he em- 
barked for home, he tried to neutralize it in an ordinance so bind- 
ing the Governor to the appointive Council that the one could not 
act without the other. It served to quiet opposition in England; 
and the people, led by Lloyd, ignored it, in order to reduce to two 
the eight obstacles to a law which they wanted, the chief of which 
was to make the executive dependent on Assembly money and so 
compelling him to agree to the laws they desired. The Crown, 
Lords of Trade and Parliament they handled by a civil disobedi- 
ence so successful as to be amusing. 

Lloyd’s leadership secured a permanent constitution and its ex- 
pression in laws almost as liberal as those of Canada today; and it 
took nearly a half-century to doit. Thus David Lloyd became the 
people’s greatest law-giver—for he wrote most of the laws of that 
first half-century; and secured their passage as Speaker, edited 
them as published in 1714 and 1728, and interpreted them as Chief 
Justice for fourteen years. (Not one of Penn’s laws can be found 
in those two volumes.) Then, to crown his life work, under his 
last Speakership he led in providing for the first capitol building 
the colony ever had during that half-century—a structure that was 
to become the cradle of national liberty and law! 

This great leader of Friends and of Pennsylvania now lies be- 
side the remains of his second wife, Grace Growdon Lloyd, under 
similar headstones, in a Friends’ burial ground in Chester. They 
might have been buried in Philadelphia, where they first made their 
home nearly opposite the Slate-Roof House, but in October, 1710, 
they removed to Chester. This was the same year that finally de- 
termined Mr. Lloyd’s leadership over that of Mr. Logan. After 
having lived within one year of a quarter of a century in Phila- 
delphia, David Lloyd went to Chester, where he and his wife lived 
in a house on what is now called Edgmont Avenue. This house 
was said to have been built in 1701, the date of the great constitu- 
tion won by David Lloyd. Apparently they lived here for about 
ten years, or until 1721, when their more elegant and famous home, 
in which David Lloyd died, was built on Welsh Street. This was 
located a little back of the present quarters of the Alpha Boat 
Club, on part of the land from the Creek south along the Dela- 
ware River. This land was purchased from Swedes Church and 
was in 1701 known as “ The Green.” 
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DAVID LLOYD 29 


Possibly David Lloyd bought this land and built the Edgmont 
Avenue house, because of the tragedyswhich caused the death of 
his only son on June 2d of that year. His first wife, Sarah, is 
thought to have died in childbirth not long after their arrival in 
Philadelphia in 1686, He was a widower until March 31, 1697, 
when, at the age of forty-one years, he married Grace, the eighteen 
year old daughter of Joseph Growdon. David and Grace Lloyd 
lived at 2d and Moravian Streets, Philadelphia, in a house pur- 
chased from the Griscom heirs. It was erected in 1683, and was 
said to be the first brick house in Philadelphia. Here on January 
27, 1698, their only child, a son, was born, and he was named 
Thomas, after both David’s father and the late Governor Lloyd. 
When the child Thomas was three and a half years old, a servant, 
with whom he was left by Mrs. Lloyd, sought to punish him by 
shutting him in a dark closet, bringing on convulsions which caused 
his death on June 2d, 1701. The tragedy greatly affected them 
both, as it did the whole community, and their sorrow may have 
caused the Attorney General to contemplate removal to Chester, 
although it was not to become effective until a decade later. 
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V 
CALEB PUSEY 


All visitors to the City of Chester and Delaware County who are 
interested in its early history are advised to visit the Caleb Pusey 
House. Built in 1683, the oldest dwelling in Pennsylvania, and 
still standing on its original location in the present Borough of 
Upland, adjacent to Chester, it is one of the highly distinctive 
buildings of Colonial Times. 

Accordingly, a paper concerning Caleb Pusey and the house in 
which he lived and entertained William Penn, during the time of 
the first visit of the Proprietor in America, is essential for any 
proper recognition of that event and the history connected with it; 
and such a paper, read on May 21, 1932, at the Friends’ Meeting 
House, Chester, is available for this anniversary volume from the 
pen of Mary E. Williamson. 


CALEB PUSEY AND HIS HOUSE 


By Mary FE. WILLIAMSON 


Caleb Pusey, a son of William Pusey of Lamborn, Berkshire, 
was born in Berkshire, England, in 1651. He grew up among the 
Baptists. By trade he was a last maker. In early manhood he 
joined the Quakers, and moving to London was married there in 
1681 to Ann Worley, widow of Henry Worley, late of London. 

In 1681 Caleb Pusey, John Pusey, and John Hicks, all of Lon- 
don, each obtained two hundred and fifty acres of land in Pennsyl- 
vania. These lands were laid out in Middletown Township, 
Chester (now Delaware) County in 1683,’ but Caleb Pusey was 
the only one of the three men who came to this country. He 
emigrated with his wife Ann and daughter of the same name, and 
step-sons Francis and Henry Worley in 1682. He settled at what 

2 Cope—Historic Homes and Institutions and Genealogical and Personal 
Memoirs of Chester and Delaware Counties. (Manuscript Notes, Family 


Data, Pusey.) 
30 
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CALEB PUSEY 31 


is now Upland Borough near Chester. In 1691 he purchased the 
tracts granted to his brother John and to John Hicks. Here at 
Upland we find Caleb Pusey actively engaged in the religious, edu- 
cational, social, political and economic affairs of the Colony. 

We shall first consider the religious activities of Caleb Pusey. 
He was a minister in the Religious Society of Friends and his 
name appears constantly in the minutes of the Chester Monthly 
Meeting. In 1687, he was one of a committee of four to build the 
Chester Meeting House. In 1708 Caleb Pusey, Jacob Simcock, 
Thomas Minshall, Joseph Baker, Ellis Davis, and Daniel William- 
son were appointed to assist the clerk in transcribing the Old Book 
of Records for the Chester Monthly Meeting and also of the Births 
and Burials into two new books. In 1715 we find “ Caleb Pusey 
was appointed with three others to attend the fair at Chester for 
the preservation of our Youth and others.” In 1716 he was 
appointed “overseer in room of Thomas Dell of the Chester 
Meeting.” In 1721 he with two others was appointed “ to inspect 
the minutes of the Chester Monthly Meeting from 1681 to 1721 
and put them in order for recording.” * From the number of 
times that Caleb Pusey’s name is mentioned among those most ac- 
tive in settling difficulties and in promoting deeds of benevolence, 
it is safe to conclude that he must have been vitally interested in ~ 
the social well-being of the community. 

Caleb Pusey, as a polemical author in the George Keith contro- 
versy, is evidenced in these titles of pamphlets written by him: 
A Serious and Seasonable Warning unto All People; Satan’s 
Harbinger Encountered; Daniel Leeds Justly Rebuked for Abus- 
ing William Penn; and Proteus Ecclesiasticus, or George Keith 
varied in Fundamentalls.* 

Caleb Pusey was also the first historian of Pennsylvania. 
Robert Proud writes that by Caleb Pusey’s care is preserved part 
of the material from which he composed his history of Pennsyl- 
vania.® 

In the political life of the colony Caleb Pusey was exceedingly 
active. He served as sheriff, juror, justice of the county courts, 
counsellor, member of the provincial assembly and of the executive 

3 Minutes of Chester Monthly Meeting, 1681-1721 


4Smith—A Descriptive Catalogue of Friends’ Books, II: p. 4388. 
5 Proud—History of Pennsylvania, 1: p. 337. 
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council. He was one of three commissioners from Pennsylvania 
who with a like number from Delaware were appointed and di- 
rected by William Penn to cause to be run and marked the circular 
boundary between Pennsylvania and Delaware known as the New 
Castle Circle, which boundary was later determined by David Rit- 
tenhouse and settled in 1921 by geodetic survey. 

To Caleb Pusey was also given the task of removing the Oke- 
hocking Indians from their lodges on the banks of Ridley and 
Crum Creeks to a new reservation of five hundred acres provided 
for them and located near Willistown. 

In 1688 a great alarm prevailed that an Indian insurrection was 
intended. Several influential Friends endeavored to quiet the 
fears of the people but without avail, so Caleb Pusey and five 
others visited the Brandywine Indians to see what was the trouble. 
They found, however, that the rumor was without foundation. It 
has been said that “Caleb Pusey, going out unarmed into the 
forests to meet a threatened attack of Savages, is a more heroic 
figure than blustering Miles Standish, girt with the sword he 
fought with in Flanders.” ® 

As for the economic development of the colony, Caleb Pusey, 
with the advice of William Penn and such others of the said part- 
ners as there were in the Province, erected a grist mill on Chester 
Creek near his new dwelling house.? William Penn, we are told, 
was present when the first dam was made.’ These first mills in 
Pennsylvania were brought to the colony in the “ Welcome” with 
William Penn after having been framed and fitted so that they 
might be put together with expedition as soon as the promised 
land was reached.® This mill and a second mill were swept away 
by the flood and a third one was built. In 1706, Caleb Pusey sold 
out his interests in all three mills, commonly called and known as 
the Chester Mills, to William Penn. After passing through many 
hands, something over sixty acres of the original tract as patented 
to Caleb Pusey was purchased in 1845 by John P. Crozer. 

In stature Caleb Pusey was somewhat shorter than William 

6 Ashmead—History of Delaware County, p. 429, Proud—History of 


Pennsylvania, 1: p. 337. Pennypacker—Historical and Biographical Sketches, 
p. 213. 

7 Ashmead—History of Delaware County, p. 429. 

8 Lewis—Sketches of Chester County. 

® Ashmead—History of Delaware County, p. 429. 
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CALEB PUSEY 33 


Penn, with a square massive physique which seemed the embodi- 
ment of strength, while his facial expression, we conceive, indi- 
cated mingled force and gentleness. He also had a noticeably 
large head. 

A number of hats were sent over by Penn to be presented to 
Friends in America. James Logan reported back to Penn that he 
had distributed all of the hats but one, which was much too large 
for every man until Caleb Pusey came in from holding his monthly 
court. He tried on the hat and it was found to fit his head. 

Caleb Pusey removed from Upland about 1717 to East Marl- 
borough Township, a little northwest of the present Kennett 
Square. Here he possessed about fourteen hundred acres of land. 
He died at the home of his son-in-law, John Smith, in 1726, in the 
seventy-sixth year of his age, and was interred in the Friends’ 
burying ground at London Grove Meeting House. 

He left no sons, but two daughters, Ann and Lydia, survived 
him. Some of their descendants still live on a part of the original 
Pusey tract. Maxfield Parrish is a descendant of the daughter 
Lydia, who married George Painter. Two nephews of Caleb 
Pusey, William and Caleb Pusey, Jr., came over later from Eng- 
land, residing with him. They have left numerous descendants of 
the name Pusey. 

The Pusey house, built in 1683 at Upland, near Chester, is the 
oldest dwelling house in Pennsylvania. It stands on the north 
side of the mill race. It faces south and is about thirty feet long 
and fifteen feet wide. It is covered by a hipped roof giving it the 
appearance of a story and a half building. The walls which are 
very thick are built of brick and stone. It is thought that the brick 
part of the wall was put there to take the place of the stones which 
became loose and had fallen out of position, because the inner side 
of the wall shows no brick at all. Those in the eastern gable may 
have been placed there by Samuel Shaw when he repaired the house 
and built an addition to it several years later. 

In the front of the house are two windows and two doors while 
a dormer window projects from the roof. The roof itself has been 
renewed several times. ) 

The substantial wall which surrounds the house was built in re- 
cent years by the Crozer family. The front of this wall bears a 
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TWO MAPS OF CHESTER, 1682, 1701 


The difficult task of a cartographical representation of Chester 
during the William Penn era, for the Commemoration in 1932, 
was efficiently performed, with’ great generosity, by the well- 
known and long-experienced surveyor of the City of Chester, 
Chester F. Baker, a member of the Delaware County Historical 
Society. 

He made two maps of Chester. One of these, that for 1682, 
although prepared and publicly exhibited at the exercises in Oc- 
tober, 1932, is published for the first time in this volume, as the 
reader here finds it. The other map, for 1701, was printed by 
the Friends’ Historical Association for its Chester meeting, May 
21, 1932, on which’occasion Mr. Baker read the following paper, 
which, with his map, we have the favor of reprinting. 


MAP OF CHESTER AS WILLIAM PENN KNEW IT 
By CuHeEstTer F. BAKER 


Pursuant to an invitation from Albert Cook Myers, I have 
drafted on behalf of the Delaware County Historical Society a 
' map of Chester (formerly Upland) as it existed at the time of 
Penn’s second visit to this country. Due credit is given to the 
service rendered by the Delaware County Trust Company, through 
its Engineer, Clarence R. Fryer, in making the list of land owners 
as nearly perfect as is possible to get them at this late date. 

The task proved greater than anticipated and it was found that 
many of the records of 1701 were missing, recorded at a much 
later date, and many of the names were filled in only from the 
knowledge that they were mentioned as boundaries in other re- 
corded papers. Much time was consumed in all of this work and 
the same concluded on May 18, 1932. 

Diligent search was made of all of the known maps, early deeds, 
and writings to accurately depict the high water mark of Chester 
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Creek and Delaware River, and it can be safely asserted that of 
that mark there is more certainty and authentic record than pos- 
sibly of some of the names. 

The same thought is true of the peter shown on the plan 
and only those have been plotted which were found accurately de- 
scribed in the record or in later times had been measured by the 
author, or writers on historical matters. Most of these buildings 
have been demolished but. I would call your attention to those 
existing which stood erected in the year 1701: 


David Lloyd house, southeast corner Second Street and Edgmont 
Avenue. 

John Hoskins house, east side of Edgmont Avenue, north of 
Second Street. 


These two buildings only have survived the ravages of time and 
the march of progress which has enveloped Chester from that day 
to this. 

The delineation of streets then is practically the same as exists 
now with the exception that Essex Street was abandoned probably 
prior to 1850, and a 40 foot street by the river was subsequently in 
the main destroyed by the encroachment of the water, but later the 
land was reclaimed by filling, but the street never re-established. 
The former streets of Chester are now known as follows: 


Re IRE en or ac adc eae Fifth Street 
PSCICIORSUEORE. 5 ccescuceg SURES hee Fourth Street 
ete PE TEMIEE.., .. o> cite ince cote eee Third Street 
RAE ROL QUAL Sw 65 os ta as o's 3 tine . Market Square 
DEO Biteets oo sn 4 ie tars Second Street 
Bewarit  SETGCE Skee ne Sid iis wee hi Edgmont Avenue 
Tage -Sthete ie ces cats» aa Market Street 
Back or Welsh Street.......... Welsh Street 


The bridge was not then built over Chester Creek at James 
Street and when completed in 1708 became the first bridge to re- 
ceive the official sanction of the then County of Chester. There 
had been other bridges but these were mere affairs of the moment 
suitable to personal and local convenience. 

The Chester and Darby Turnpike of today was not extended to 
Chester until 1706, then known as the Queen’s Road, and Concord 
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Avenue did not come into being until the same year when both 
highways were anticipating the construction of this bridge which 
was in course of construction over quite a period of years,—the 
western approach was actually constructed prior to 1701 and noted 
in contemporary records as the “ causeway ” (the history of this 
bridge is fully covered by Mr. Ashmead). 

The first highway mentioned in the records of the Upland Court 
was in relation to Neeles Laersan, and he was on March 13, 
1678-9 “ ordered to make or Leaue a Lane or street from upland 
(Chester) creeke to ye: house of defence or Country house.” 
This I believe to be the alley shown on the west side of Front 
Street (Edgmont Avenue) just north of the 38 foot street 
(Second Street). 

Front Street (Edgmont Avenue) I believe to be part of the road 
to Providence laid out in 1683. This thought I know is contrary 
to the thought of former historians, but I am satisfied that the 
road proceedings covering the Edgmont Great Road terminated at 
the Providence Road which is now at Twelfth Street, in Chester. 

Front Street (Edgmont Avenue) was the first street of any 
sizable use to be laid out in Chester, and is noted in the Old Court 
Records, at West Chester, in No. 1, page 80, and is dated Fourth 
Month 5th 1689, and lays out the street in breadth from the Old 
Court House to low water mark in Chester Creek, and extending 
of that width to low water mark of the Delaware River, and be- 
ginning again at the Old Court House of the width of 30 feet and 
extending through Chester “ Towne.” 

On Fourth Month 4th 1690, part of the 38 foot street (Second 
Street) was laid out of the width of 30 feet, and was run between 
David Lloyd’s land and “the green,” and beginning at the public 
landing place at the creek (shown on the plan) and ended at the 
further side of Joseph Richards near David Lloyd’s house. 
Joseph Richards’ lot was on the north side of the 38 foot street 
just west of High Street. 

The base work of this plan is the official plan of the City of 
Chester of 1867 and subsequent revisions thereof, and has been 
shown throughout by a series of dashes, representing the present 
“picture” of this part of the city. Superimposed on this base 
and shown in solid black lines is a representation of the matters 
‘concerning us today. 
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Valuable help was obtained from an undated map of Chester of 
a period probably fifty yearswlater than which concerns us and 
which was formerly in the possession of the late Honorable Wil- 
liam B. Broomall and which was reproduced in the Ashmead and 
Johnson History of Chester in 1882. An earlier draft of Chester 
is also referred to and much data derived therefrom and is en- 
dorsed with the following acknowledgment 


“Delaware County S.S. 


The Thirtieth day of August Anno Domini 1791, Before me 
Thomas Levis Esquire one of the Justices of the Peace and 
of the Court of Common Pleas for the said County Per- 
sonally appeared Elisha Price of the Town of Chester Esqr 
and on his Solemn Affirmation according to Law, did Sol- 
emnly, Sincerely and truly declare and Affirm that sometime 
in or about the year of our Lord 1758 Grace Lloyd an ancient 
Woman of good credit (the widow of Judge David Lloyd 
deceased) did shew to the said Affrmant an Ancient draught 
or Plan of part of the Ancient Borough of Chester, with the 
Streets and regulations thereof, which she then told the sd. 
Affirmant was the same as laid out and regulated by William 
Penn Esgqr. late Proprietary and Governor in chief of Penn- 
sylvania, about the time he granted the Charter to the said 
Borough in the year of our Lord 1701, and the said Affrmant 
then asked her leave to take a Copy thereof, which she 
granted, and the sd. Affirmant did make and draw out the 
within draught from the Original, which is an exact and true 
Copy thereof (Except only that he marked the Lots and 
Lands with the modern owners names and stead of the 
Ancient Owners in many places) and that the said affirmant 
hath that the said original draught or Plan is lost or 
mislaid, so that it cannot be found 


Es A... PRICE. 
Affirmed and subscribed to the 
day & year afsd. before me 
witness my hand and seal 
Tuomas Levis.” 


It is noticeable that the center of activity during this period was 
on Front Street (Edgmont Avenue) south of James Street (Third 
Street), and the present banking center of Chester was then still 
in the Sandelands’ family and probably comprised a little more 
than good pasture land. : 

There may be criticisms from time to time regarding the ac- 
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curacy of some of the data, and I wish to assure you that such 
criticisms will be welcomed and proper corrections made so that 
we will all feel that this map represents the latest word of an ac- 
curate representation of the community in which the Founder evi- 
dently tarried on many occasions. 

I would like to have shown the Caleb Pusey house which stood 
then and still exists in the Borough of Upland, and I hope that at a 
future time a map can be prepared of Chester as of 1750, or later, 
which will embrace some of the ancient buildings still standing and 
which will be considered today. I should like to call your attention 
to the building on the west side of Front Street (Edgmont Avenue) 
just north of Middle Street (Fourth Street). This house ad- 
joined on the north the house occupied in my time by Jonathan 
Pennell. Mr. Fryer and I both discovered that there was a build- 
ing here prior to Joseph Parker’s ownership and prior to the year 
1701, in that two adjoining deeds speak of a line passing along an 
alley way of a certain width and separating a house on the south 
and a brick kitchen on the north. The plotting of such a line 
crosses at the north face of the delineated building, and I would 
like to presume that the Parker house as I have shown it existed 
prior to the year 1701. 

The Old Court House, as shown on the east side of Front Street 
(Edgmont Avenue) north of the 38 foot street (Second Street), 
is believed by many authorities to have been the former house of 
defence or country house. | 

In conclusion may I state that the development of the David 
Lloyd property and “ the green” was begun in 1699 in which year 
David Lloyd exhibited to the Council a map of property lying on 
both sides of the 38 foot street upon which it is stated that there 
were “several houses built upon it already.” He laid out a Mar- 
ket Place at the intersection of the 40 foot street and High Street, 
but there is no record of this Market Place ever having been phys- 
ically developed. The original of this plan is in the custody of the 
Salem County Historical Society of New Jersey. William Penn 
incorporated the Town of Chester in 1701, and the plan presented 
at that time is as faithfully reconstructed here today as it is pos- 
sible to do so. If anyone knows of the existence of the original 
plan of Chester, I am sure the Delaware County Historical Society 
will welcome such information, as the two plans earlier referred to 
are later copies of the first one. 
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Vil 
VISITS TO HISTORIC PLACES 


Following the above addresses the program of the day provided 
for a visit to Penn’s Landing Place and other points of interest, 
this feature not only lending variety to the occasion but also fur- 
nishing an unusual opportunity for all who desired to come into a 
fuller acquaintance with points of unusual historical significance. 
These visits were made particularly profitable by the fact that ar- 
rangements had been provided for the visits to the different places 
to be conducted under the guidance of persons well acquainted with 
the Chester area as a whole and with the special sites with which 
William Penn was associated. 
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OLD COURT HOUSE MEETING 


The third special feature of May 21st as a whole was a gather- 
ing at the Old Court House in Chester, following immediately 
after the visits to historic places which have been mentioned above. 

This gathering, like that earlier in the afternoon at the Friends’ 
Meeting House, 24th and Chestnut Streets, Chester, was planned 
happily for addresses particularly connected with the Old Court 
House, and with the Chester area. 

The first of these addresses was by Colonel James A. G. Camp- 
bell, under the title “ The Old Chester County Court House, built 
in 1724.” Unfortunately this particular address is not available 
for printing in this volume, and a sketch of the history of this 
notable building, the oldest public building in the United States in 
continuous use for public purposes, must be found in other publi- 
cations, particularly in papers and addresses which have been pub- 
lished in volume three of the Proceedings of the Delaware County 
Historical Society, and in the Society’s other publications, which 
together not only preserve a sketch of the history of this notable 
structure but also an account of its restoration in 1924 at a cost of 
about $50,000.00, as a gift from Honorable William C. Sproul, 
Governor of Pennsylvania, 1919 to 1923, and a benefactor of 
Pennsylvania projects in various ways. 
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IX 
WASHINGTON INN 


The second address at the Old Court House was given by 
Evangeline Lukens Harvey, Regent of the Delaware County 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, who, speak- 
ing out of unusual opportunities, presented the following paper. 


THE OLD WASHINGTON INN 
By EVANGELINE LUKENS Harvey 


I was asked to give a short account of the Washington House, 
just across the street, but I hesitate to make any statements in the 
presence of so many historians. Most of the accounts which I 
have read of this famous old house seemed to me to be a mere 
recital of names and dates which at this time would be both un- 
‘interesting and out of place, so J have chosen rather to tell the 
‘history by giving you some of the many interesting incidents con- 
‘nected with this famous old hostelry. The claim that it is the old- 
-est in the thirteen colonies may not be historically correct, yet cer- 
‘tain it is that it ranks as one of the most ancient public houses in 
‘the United States. The Pennsylvania Arms, as it was originally 
-called, built in 1747, has never in its years. of history been put to 
-other uses than that of inn or tavern, for of course the word 
“hotel,” as applied to buildings of this kind, is comparatively 
“modern. 

The plot of ground upon which the Pennsylvania Arms was 
-erected was originally part of the land granted by the Swedish 
Crown to George Keen in 1686, and was patented by Penn’s Com- 
missioners to James Sandelands, the son-in-law of Keen. With- 
-out mentioning the long list of owners, let me tell a few interesting 
facts. During the French war, in 1747, a part of the companies 
recruited in New Castle and Chester Counties were quartered for 
.a short time at the Pennsylvania Arms. 

November 7, 1764, Benjamin Franklin came to Chester to em- 
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bark for England, whither he went as commissioner of Pennsyl- 
vania and Massachusetts, to present to George III the grievances 
of these colonies. On that occasion Franklin was accompanied 
from Philadelphia by a cavalcade of more than 300 men of affairs 
from that city. The Pennsylvania Arms was crowded with the 
friends of “ Poor Richard” and until the bustling scenes of the 
Revolution came to obliterate its impress, the day when Franklin 
boarded the London packet at Chester was a time to be remem- 
bered. 

Another incident is of special interest to the bench and the bar of 
Philadelphia. August 15, 1768, the Supreme Provincial Court 
was in session in this very building. Chief Justice William Allen 
(for whom Allentown was named) and his associates, were presid- 
ing at the trial of two men who were indicted for murder. It 
chanced that day that a tall lad of seventeen, attired in a farmer’s 
smock, had brought a load of hay from Edgmont Township to de- 
liver to the Pennsylvania Arms. When the stripling had unloaded 
the wagon, he strolled across the street, timidly glanced in a win- 
dow and upon inquiry found that he might enter the court room. 
He lingered until the case was ended, arriving home late that night. 
At the breakfast table he amused the family by announcing that he 
was going to become a lawyer. This was William Lewis, a leader 
of the Philadelphia Bar. 

April 1, 1772, the tavern was sold to William Kerlin, who was 
an ardent Whig, and his house during all the war, was a designated 
post for the reception and dispatching of intelligence for the patri- 
ots. Late in the evening of July 3, 1776, a mud-be-spattered 
horse and rider from Wilmington arrived at the Pennsylvania 
Arms. This was (of course) Caesar Rodney who stopped long 
enough to refresh himself before resuming his ride to Philadelphia. 

In August 1777, when the American Army was encamped in 
and around Chester, General Washington established himself here. 
Later, when the army straggled back into Chester after the defeat 
at Brandywine, Washington again made his headquarters at the 
Pennsylvania Arms, where at midnight, in the east room on the 
second floor, he wrote the only report of the battle that he ever 
made to Congress. In November of that same year, Cornwallis 
made his headquarters at the Pennsylvania Arms, where sur- 
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44 WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


rounded by his brilliant staff, he was the observed of all observers. 
While his troops were being transported from Chester to the New 
Jersey shore the Inn was in absolute control of the British General. 
It was at this hostelry that Washington on September 5, 1781, 
while hastening with the Continental forces and the French Aux- 
iliary, received the agreeable news of the safe arrival of the Count 
de Grasse in Chesapeake Bay. 

April 20, 1789, Washington then on his way to New York to be 
inaugurated as first president of the United States, arrived at 
Chester, accompanied by a considerable staff. The inhabitants of 
this place flocked to the Inn as the distinguished guests alighted at 
the Washington House (as it was then called). The Chief Bur- 
gess, Dr. William Martin, delivered an address of welcome to 
which Washington made a brief and unostentatious response. 

In 1840, after William Henry Harrison had received the Whig 
nomination for the presidency, the old gentleman, accompanied by 
friends from New York, stopped to dine at the Washington House, 
and while there received the congratulations of the citizens. 

April 19, 1902, the 127th anniversary of the Battle of Lexing- 
ton, the Delaware County D. A. R. with appropriate ceremonies 
unveiled a bronze tablet which had been placed in the wall on the 
right side of the main entrance to the Washington House, whereon 
in raised letters are inscribed several of the noted historical inci- 
dents which are associated with the story of the old hostelry. The 
building was tastefully decorated for the occasion. The two large 
American flags at the door of the Washington Room had been 
used twenty-six years before that time at the Centennial Exposi- 
tion in Philadelphia. 

For a time the owners of the Washington House venerated the 
wealth of historic associations, but alas, in the past few years the 
ownership has changed many times, and there is now little or 
nothing inside the building to remind one of the former days. 
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Xx 
HONORING JOHN MORTON 


Of those belonging to Delaware County and, in a peculiar and 
highly significant way to all of Pennsylvania, John Morton, Signer 
of The Declaration of Independence, is coming more and more to 
be recognized as worthy of unusual honor. It was appropriate 
accordingly that one of the papers read at the Old Court House 
meeting should present a sketch of him, of his contribution to the 
history of Pennsylvania, and of his unique place among the citi- 
zens of Delaware County at the beginning of American national 
life. No one could more fittingly present such a paper as the one 
which appears below than Dr. Amandus Johnson, Secretary of the 
Swedish Colonial Society. 


JOHN MORTON 


By AMANDUS JOHNSON 


We stand upon historic ground today. Near here landed two 
hundred and fifty years ago, one of the great personalities of the 
seventeenth century, a leader in a new religion and the founder of 
a new Commonwealth. Here lies buried and, not far from here, 
was born the greatest and most renowned citizen of this town, and 
indeed of this entire district, John Morton, Signer of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, who, as chairman of the Pennsylvania dele- 
gation cast the deciding vote of his colony for that immortal docu- 
ment, and thereby enrolled his name on the imperishable scroll of 
history. It is fitting that John Morton should be mentioned in 
connection with any noteworthy historic event which you may 
celebrate in Chester, for his life, his personality, and his patriotic 
sacrifice will always stand forth as an inspiration and as an example 
for the citizens of this good town. There is a special reason, how- 
ever, why John Morton should be mentioned today. His father 
and grandfather were undoubtedly among those Swedes who wel- 
comed William Penn and who gave shelter to some of his followers, 
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46 WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


for Morton Mortonson, the original name of this famous family, 
was living in this neighborhood then and was among the prominent 
settlers. 

John Morton was born in March, 1725, in a log cabin that is still 
standing a few miles from here. He received but a meager edu- 
cation, even measured by the standards of those days, but through 
efforts of his own and his stepfather, he acquired a wide range of 
knowledge. As a young man he became a surveyor in his county 
and through natural ability and hard work, he rose from one posi- 
tion to another, becoming in turn sheriff, member of the colonial 
assembly, speaker of that body, justice of the peace, member of the 
supreme court of Pennsylvania. He was also a member of the fa- 
mous so-called First Congress in America, which met in New York 
in 1765, and in 1776 he was chairman of the Pennsylvania delega- 
tion appointed to consider secession. To be chairman of a body in 
which such men as Benjamin Franklin and James Wilson served, 
meant much, and shows the confidence Morton enjoyed among his 
great contemporaries. It was as chairman of this delegation that 
he performed his most enduring service to his colony and to his 
country. He was called upon to cast the deciding vote for Inde- 
pendence, as there was a tie in the Pennsylvania delegation. 

John Morton did not live to see the results of his services. He 
died in the spring of 1777, the first of the “ fathers” to pass 
away; but the prophetic words attributed to him on his deathbed, 
“that posterity would proclaim his labors for secession the crown- 
ing glory of his life,” have become true in abundant measure. His 
memory will live as long as our country endures. 
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XI 
JAMES SANDELANDS 


The fourth paper read at the Old Court House meeting presents 
another notable character closely related to the beginning of Penn- 
sylvania and the founding of what is now the city of Chester, 
James Sandelands, this paper developing from the thoughtful 
study of George Norman Highley. 


JAMES SANDELANDS AND HIS MURAL 
GRAVESTONE 


By GreorceE NorMAN HIGHLEY 


When the Founder of Pennsylvania landed here two hundred 
fifty years ago, one of the most prominent of the citizens of Up- 
land to greet him was James Sandelands. 

The first record we have of James Sandelands is dated August 
6, 1668, when he received a patent for land in Upland on the Dela- 
ware, upon the north side of the “creek or kill.” His name also 
occurs in a list of discharged soldiers for 1669; in 1675 he was 
Captain of the Militia within the jurisdiction of the Upland Court. 

Sandelands married Anna Kyn or Keen, daughter of Joran Kyn, 
a leading Swedish settler at Upland, who had come to this country 
in company with Governor Printz in 1642. It was Joran Kyn who 
deeded to Friends the ground upon which the first meeting house 
in Chester was built. 

In 1680, in a deed conveying land to him, James Sandelands is 
described as “ merchant.” Just what goods he dealt in we do not 
know ; the only record relates to his purchase of tobacco in Mary- 
land. 

At different times Sandelands continued to add to his real estate 
holdings until he acquired nearly five hundred acres of land on the 
west side of Ridley Creek, in or near Upland. In Dr. Smith's 
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48 WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


History of Delaware County, there is a map showing the location 
of these lands owned by Sandelands. 

The subject of this paper is mentioned frequently in the Record 
of Upland Court; he often practiced as Attorney in the Court, and 
on at least one occasion represented a client at the New Castle 
Court. 

When Governor Markham came, in 1681, to initiate the Prov- 
incial Government, James Sandelands was appointed one of his 
council. He served as a justice of the Upland Court, and of its 
successor, the Chester County Court. In 1688, he was elected to 
the Assembly of Pennsylvania. 

According to his mural gravestone, Sandelands died April 12, 

1692, aged 56 years. He must, therefore, have been born in the 
year 1636. His wife was buried October 5, 1704. 
In an account of the building of St. Pauls Church, it states: 
twas agreed that his (Sandelands) grave should be distinguished 
and set apart from the rest of the burying ground by an enclosure 
or wall of stone. This design was no sooner formed and noised 
abroad but ’twas ... suggested ... the intended stone wall 
about the place of his interment might be wt* some what more 
charges carried up and formed into a small chapel or church.” 

This quaint mural tablet is perhaps the oldest and most elaborate 
of such memorials of the dead still surviving in the region of the 
Delaware River. At first, it was erected in the Old St. Paul’s 
Church, but in recent times was removed to the newer church of 
that name in another location further up in the town. The old 
slab, of gray sand stone, six feet in length by three feet in breadth, 
has along its borders in large capital letters these words: 


6e 


“ Here lies interred the bodie of 
James Sandelands, Merchant 
in Upland, in Pensilvania 
who departed this mortal life 
April te 12, 1692, aged 56 years 
and his wife 
Ann Sandelands ” 


Its face is divided into two parts, the upper bearing in cipher the 
initials, “ J S”’ and “ A S,” and the arms of the Sandelands family. 
On the border, dividing the upper from the lower part are the 
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JAMES SANDELANDS 49 


words: “Vive Memor Lethi FFugit Hora” (The memory of 
those sleeping lives as time goes 6n). The lower half contains 
many emblems of Mortality: the tolling bell, the passing bell, the 
skull and cross bones, the hour glass, an upright coffin, bearing on 
its side the words, “ Memento Mori” (Remember the dead), 
“Time Leum” (Fear God!), and in the corner, a sceptre and 
mattock, and mattock and spade. 

Sandelands’ descendants are stjll with us in the Wetherill Family 
of Chester, and in the Jordan Family, of which the late Dr. John 
W. Jordan, Librarian of The Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
was a member. 

It is a gratification to find erected here, in the New World, to 
the memory of one of the founders of the ancient town of Chester, 
a mural tablet of such “ antiquity, picturesqueness and excellence 
of execution.” 
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XII 
THE SUPPER GATHERING 


Following the papers at the Old Court House, the members of 
the Friends’ Historical Association and others in attendance re- 
turned to the Friends’ Meeting House on 24th Street for supper 
at six o’clock, this supper being the fourth feature of the program 
of the afternoon as a whole, each person providing food for him- 
self as he wished, except coffee and ice cream, which were con- 
tributed by the Association. 

Thus a very interesting, pleasing, and significant historical oc- 
casion came to a happy close. 
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AN ESTIMATE OF WILLIAM PENN 


By RAYNER W. KeELsey? 


Dr. Kelsey, editor of the Bulletin of the Friends’ Historical As- 
sociation, in planning to preserve all of the above papers in the 
Bulletin of the Association, decided very fortunately to present 
with them a paper by himself concerning William Penn, and the 
present volume would not be complete without including that paper 
also as a further favor from the pages of the Autumn, 1932, issue 
of the Bulletin. He wrote: 

The year 1932 witnesses the 250th anniversary of the coming of 
William Penn to Pennsylvania. In the prime of life, at thirty- 
eight years of age, he sailed up the stately Delaware and caught his 
first view of his “ fresh new country.” He brought the enthusiasm 
of youth and the idealism of religious faith to the tasks of his 
“Holy Experiment in Government.” We now have the goodly 
perspective of two and a half centuries in which to view his work. 
Hence it may be worth while to outline here some of his larger 
contributions to human thought and life. 

One naturally recalls at the beginning Penn’s contribution to the 
cause of religious freedom. He spoke, wrote, wrought and suf- 
fered for this cause. He was expelled from Oxford University 
for non-conformity. For a time he was exiled from his father’s 
house because of his adherence to a despised sect. He went to 
prison again and again for his faith. On one such occasion he 
declared: “ My prison shall be my grave before I will budge a jot; 
for I owe my conscience to no mortal man.” Ina constitution for 
West New Jersey he wrote: “ No Men nor number of Men upon 
Earth, hath Power or Authority to rule over Men’s Consciences in 
1 This article is the Foreword, somewhat adapted, of an anniversary edi- 
tion of Sydney George Fisher’s The True William Penn, 1932. It is used 
by the courtesy of the J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, and is re- 


printed from the same issue of the Bulletin as the other papers reproduced in 
this monograph. 
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religious Matters.” In his famous Frame of Government of 1682 
for Pennsylvania he provided that all believers in God “ shall in no 
ways be molested or prejudiced for their religious Persuasion or 
Practice in Matters of Faith and Worship.” Those who know this 
chapter of William Penn’s life are likely to count him one of the 
world’s great leaders in the struggle for religious freedom. 

His life also counted heavily in the cause of political liberalism. 
In spite of friendly connections with the Stuart court, inherited 
from his father, the voice of Penn was often raised for the rights 
and liberties which were threatened by the Stuart despotism. At 
one time he suffered imprisonment to help establish the freedom of 
English juries from the dictation of judges. In his pamphlet, 
“The People’s Ancient and Just Liberties Asserted,” and in vari- 
ous similar treatises he argued for security of person and property, 
for the right of a fair trial by jury, for free and frequent parlia- 
ments, and for other ancient and fundamental rights of English- 
men. 

In the library of Haverford College is preserved the only com- 
plete copy known to exist of a pamphlet by Penn entitled, “ The 
Excellent Priviledge of Liberty and Property, being the Birth- 
Right of the Free-born Subjects of England.” It contains a copy 
of Magna Charta, the Confirmation of the Charters, the Charter of 
Liberties granted by Penn to Pennsylvania, and other historic docu- 
ments of English liberty. It was published in Philadelphia in 1687, 
and the high purpose of it, as stated in the Foreword, was to in- 
form Pennsylvanians and other Americans of the “ many precious 
Priviledges of Liberty and Property, by which every man that ts a 
Subject to the Crown of England, may understand what is his 
Right, and how to preserve tt.” 

In Penn’s political activities in the New World he strove earn- 
estly to advance the cause of democracy. He was the chief author 
of the Concessions and Agreements of 1677 for West New Jersey. 
Of that document he and his associates could truly say: ‘“‘ There 
we lay a foundation for after ages to understand their liberty, as 
men and Christians . .. for we put the power in the people.” 
An eminent historian of the present day has called this document 
“the broadest, sanest, and most equitable charter up to that time.” 

In 1697 Penn drew up the first thorough-going plan for a union 
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of all the American colonies. He proposed a Congress, with rep- 
resentatives from all the colonies, to deal with the common prob- 
lems of war and peace. His plan was presented to the Board of 
Trade in London, but that body was not so advanced as Penn in 
its political thinking. The faded record in the minutes of the 
Board still bears record, however, to the fact that William Penn 
was the earliest projector of a complete American Union. 

He was also a great apostle of peace. His relations with the 
American Indians were the first fruits of his peace policy. Even 
before he came to America he sent the following message to the 
native inhabitants: “I have great love and regards towards you; 
and desire to win and gain your love and friendship by a kind, 
just and peaceable life.” No doubt Penn’s peace policy has been 
over-glorified by some historians. No doubt the story of the 
Great Treaty “ under the elm tree at Shackamaxon ” is an idealized 
account embodying the features of many friendly conferences held 
with the natives by the great Proprietor for the purchase of lands. 
Yet the fact remains that Penn dealt with the Indians in such a 
way as to win their lasting friendship and love. Long after his 
death, when his successors in the government of Pennsylvania had 
departed from his faith and from his standards of just dealing, the 
Indians would recall their old friend, the First Proprietor, whom 
they always held in loving memory. Hence one may safely con- 
clude that Voltaire’s idealization of the Great Treaty was true to 
the essence of history, when he called it “the only treaty never 
ratified by an oath and never broken.” 

Penn also made worthy contributions in his day to the thought 
and life of continental Europe. He made several preaching jour- 
neys through parts of western Europe. His writings were printed 
in several languages, and widely read. His political and religious 
principles influenced thousands of Europeans, especially Germans, 
to migrate to Pennsylvania. His most interesting contribution to 
European thought, from the viewpoint of the present day, was his 
Essay towards the Present and Future Peace of Europe, by the 
Establishment of an European Dyet, Parliament, or Estates. This 
was published in 1693 and was a well digested plan for confedera- 
tion, arbitration and peace. Considered in connection with the 
present League of Nations, Penn’s plan offers striking evidence of 
his prophetic insight. 
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In conclusion it is not too much to say that William Penn was 
one of the great leaders of his age in England and continental 
Europe as well as in America. One recent historian has called 
him the greatest European of his time. In England he was a not 
unworthy successor to Eliot, Pym, and Hampden, in the struggle 
for English liberty. In America he founded or helped to found 
three commonwealths—New, Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. 
In those three colonies he sought to work out his high principles of 
religious freedom, political democracy and peace. In the light of 
this record it does not seem unreasonable to count him the greatest 
of the founders in American colonial history. 
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EXERCISES IN OCTOBER 





F 
; 


eae 


ive mre ~ ,; 
labore iad 


Sin ee ~ we eat A ae 


Ff 
ot " ¢. 
















eas biggie 








_ fhe: mi Syren 


, eter i ND song: 
wa | . : i Pe ms % ws “uy t peaen Ws : 
: 3 
, (Pm: ag oY wie _. 
» fd hh ey Bs “9 


aye 4 spn P} < - 2% & uf! fi. . 


OWT THAT 
AAAOTIO UI 2921984 ZH 


7. & 
_ o y 
' 
' i 
. a 
of met 
_ j 
bit 
- » 
7? 
; ‘ 
; 
, 
5S - 
sa 7, oon 
| 4 
7 








I 


DELAWARE COUNTY PILGRIMS 


The part played by Delaware County in the October exercises 
celebrating the first arrival of William Penn in America began on 
October 23, 1932, when a large number of people representing the 
Delaware County Historical Society, the City of Philadelphia, and 
the neighboring area gathered in Chester, held a brief meeting at 
the Old City Hall, visited historic spots in the city connected with 
Penn’s life, and then all together went on a pilgrimage to New 
Castle, Delaware. 

The visitors to Chester arrived soon after two o’clock and were 
welcomed by Mayor William Ward, Jr., who was introduced by 
President Clarence W. Brazer of the Delaware County Historical 
Society, who gave a brief sketch of the life of William Penn 
while he was living in Chester and vicinity. Mr. Brazer called at- 
tention to the little known fact that the ship “ Welcome ” on which 
Penn came to America remained at Chester instead of going on to 
Philadelphia, as has been understood ordinarily. 

Each of the persons who attended this gathering in Chester was 
given a map showing the different points of interest in and about 
the city, this map serving as an immediate guide to places of inter- 
est for each and also a permanent souvenir of the occasion. 

The entire company of those who assembled in Chester and 
later motored to New Castle numbered about 300. At New Castle 
these pilgrims, including those who came from Delaware County, 
visited the office of the Mayor, the Court House, Immanuel 
Protestant Episcopal Church, where they were greeted by the 
Rector, Rev. Joseph Holland Earp, and received the special favor 
of seeing on display in the church the silver service with a silver 
tankard and chalice which had been made by Simeon Sau- 
main, a Philadelphia silver smith, and presented to the church by 
Charles Gookin, deputy governor of Pennsylvania and a vestry- 
man of the church at the time he made the gift. 
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Among the New Castle committee who arranged for the celebra- 
tion in that town were Judge Richard S. Rodney, another vestry- 
man of Immanuel Church, and Prof. George H. Ryden, of the 
faculty of the University of Delaware and Head of the Archives 
Department of the State of Delaware. Professor Ryden, during 
the afternoon, gave interesting and informing talks on ‘historical 
events connected with New Castle at the time when William Penn 
came there. 

The pilgrims to New Castle were furthered privileged to see a 
new marker at the East Second Street entrance of Immanuel 
Church, which had been arranged by the Parish Guild of the 
church and showed that the church was erected on the site of an 
ancient fort which succeeded Fort Casimer, to which John Moll 
and Ephraim Herrman escorted William Penn, as he received a 
key to the Fort in token of his proprietorship, and where Penn 
commissioned as magistrates his good friends John Moll, Peter 
Alrichs, Johannes de Haes, Arnold de LaGrange, and John Cann. 

Before the visitors left New Castle they were invited to the old 
Academy building, where Mr. W. Norman Banks and Donald 
Banks welcomed them and explained the restoration program 
which was already in progress in New Castle, including the old 

staircase in that building. Also, the guests were received at the 
Amstel House by Mrs. Francis de H. Janvier, representing the 
Penn Memorial Celebration Committee, who was assisted by others 


in this reception. 
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PENN STAMP SALE 


Early in the development of the Penn celebration plans the idea 
of a special mailing stamp commemorative of this 250th Anni- 
versary was conceived and urged. Difficulty in carrying out this 
idea offered itself in the fact that so many similar requests were 
being presented to the Post Office Department of the United 
States, and there was much hesitation on the part of the Govern- 
ment about issuing such a stamp. Through the active efforts of 
~those who were interested, however, particularly the work of 
President Brazer of the Delaware County Historical Society, these 
difficulties were overcome and a special stamp was issued, ready to 
be sold first from 12:01 A.M. on October 24th. At that moment 
Mayor William Ward, Jr., of Chester, and others were at the 
stamp window in the Chester Post Office, and the first stamp was 
sold to Mayor Ward by Postmaster John K. Hagerty, while 
photographers were present to secure a permanent picture of the 
incident. 

It was estimated that about 70,000 Penn stamps were canceled 
on the morning of the 24th in the Chester office, Postmaster 
Hagerty having received more than 30,000 requests from philate- 
lists all over the world for this particular stamp, the second larg- 
est request having come to the Delaware County Chamber of Com- 
merce. So many were waiting to purchase these stamps at the 
initial sale that some time passed before these were all served. 

When the stamp window opened at the usual hour, 7:00 A.M., 
another group had gathered, and throughout the morning the clerk 
at the window was kept busy with these sales. 

The interest which was manifest appears further in the fact that 
the Scott Paper Company mailed out 7,500 of these stamps to its 
customers throughout the world, while several individual stamp 
collectors in the city had planned to mail large numbers of letters 
in all directions. 

On October 24th these stamps were sold only in Chester, Phila- 
delphia, and New Castle, the general sale throughout the country 
beginning on the morning of the 25th. 
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Il 
THE SOUVENIR PROGRAM 


The Program issued by the Delaware County Historical Society 
in connection with the exercises in October was a distinctive fea- 
ture of the celebration as a whole. Even by those not connected 
with the Society this booklet of sixteen pages was very highly re- 
garded and was spoken of frequently as of much historical sig- 
nificance. 

In view of its importance a reprint of it complete in this mono- 
graph seems likely to be of prime historical value, supplementing 
its use in the form it received for the occasion itself. 

The latter part of the Program consisted of a revised edition of 
an address by Mr. Clarence W. Brazer, President of the Delaware 
County Historical Society, which, in its first form, was read be- 
fore the Historical Society of Pennsylvania at its annual meeting 
in Philadelphia, in May, 1931. The revisions which that paper 
received, before printing as part of the Program for the exercises 
in October, 1932, made it a feature of the October celebration and 
brings it into a form particularly appropriate for this part of the 
present monograph. 

Accordingly, the Program, as used in October, 1932, reappears 
in the following pages. 
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From Engraving by Fohn Sartain 


WILLIAM PENN 
Aged 22 
From the Painting in the possession of The Historical § ociety 


of Pennsyleania. (This engraving was used in the 


making of the Penn Stamp) 
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COMMEMORATIVE EXERCISES 


UNDER THE JOINT AUSPICES OF 


THE PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


James N. Rule, Chairman 

Mrs. Frank B. Black, Ist Vice-Chairman 
Miss Frances Dorrance, 2nd Vice-Chairman 
Albert Cook Myers, Secretary 

Ross Pier Wright 

Charles Henry Moon 


H. H. Shenk, Executive Secretary 
| AND THE 


DELAWARE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Clarence W. Brazer, President 
Charles Palmer, Secretary 
Henry W. Jones, Treasurer 
Frank G. Lewis, Curator 


Directors 


Chester F. Baker 
James V. Baker 
Elsie M. Jones 
Caroline M. Jackson 
Frank C, Watson 


COOPERATING WITH THE 
CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 


Hon. William Ward, Jr., Mayor 
Walter H. Craig 

George J. Hunter 

John J. Luttrell 

William M. Powell 














PROGRAMME 


2.00 P. M.—PROLOGUE 


PAGEANT REPRESENTING 
THE LANDING OF WILLIAM PENN ON CHESTER CREEK 
HELD AT DESHONG PARK, CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 


By the Citizens of the Community. 


CosTUMED PARADE TO FRONT AND PENN STREETS 
Led by Chester High School Band. 
3.30 P. M., OCTOBER 28, 1932 
COMMEMORATION OF 
THE TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE FIRST LANDING 

OF WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 

AT UPLAND, NOW CHESTER 
At Site of “Essex House,’ Home of Robert Wade 
102 Penn Street, Chester, Pennsylvania 


: y 
““AMERICA’ 


Sung by Audience, accompanied by 
Chester High School Band. 
InTRoDucTORY REMARKS 
Clarence W. Brazer, President 
Delaware County Historical Society 
Appress OF WELCOME 
Hon. William Ward, Jr., 
Mayor of the City of Chester. 
- CHILDREN’s CHORUS 
Pupils of the Franklin Grammar School. 








WituramM Penn anp His First American Host, 
1682, Robert Wade, The Earliest Quaker Settler 
on the West Side of the Delaware River, 1676. 
INCLUDING 

UnveILinc oF Bronze TABLET AND READING OF 
INSCRIPTION 

Albert Cook Myers. 
EMBARKATION, VOYAGE AND ARRIVAL OF WILLIAM 
PENN ON THE Suip “WELCOME,” Robert GREEN- 
away, Master, 1682. 

George Vaux. 
Lypra Wave, THE First American HosTEss OF 
WILLIAM PENN 

Mrs. Alfred L. Hawkins. (Lydia Sharpless Hawk- 

ins) 
ADDRESS 

Dr. James N. Rule, 

Chairman of the Pennsylvania State Historical Com- 

mission, State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
STE OF THE House ofr DEFENSE, MEETING PLACE 
OF THE First PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY 

Harry E. Sprogell. 
“STAR-SPANGLED BANNER” 

Sung by Audience, accompanied by Chester High 

School Band. 
UnvEILING oF Bronze TABLET AT SITE OF 
tHE House or DEFENSE, SECOND AND EDGMONT 
AVENUES, CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA. 

Albert Cook Myers. 


(In case of rain or inclement weather the prologue and participation by 
the school children will be omitted and the ceremonies as otherwise 
planned will be held in the Old Colonial Court House.) 








WILLIAM PENN 


1644—1718 
FIRST LODGED IN AMERICA 
IN “ESSEX HOUSE” ON THIS SITE 
OCTOBER 28, 1682 
THE GUEST OF 
ROBERT WADE 


HERE THE EARLIEST QUAKER SETTLER 
ON THIS SIDE DELAWARE RIVER, 1676, 
PURCHASER OF THE PROPERTY, 
THEN CALLED “PRINTZDORP”, 

FROM THE EARLIER OCCUPANT, 
ARMEGOT, WIDOW OF JOHAN PAPEGOJA, 
VICE-GOVERNOR OF NEW SWEDEN, 1653-1654, 
SUCCEEDING TO OWNERSHIP 
FROM HER FATHER, JOHAN PRINTZ 
THE SWEDISH FIRST GOVERNOR, 1643-1653, 
IN PRESENT PENNSYLVANIA 


























MARKED BY 
THE PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
AND THE DELAWARE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
1932 
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WILLIAM PENN 


IN PENNSYEVANIA AT CHES TER 
—ANCIENTL CALSLED UPLAND 





By Crarence WIxLson Brazer, President of 
the Delaware County Historical Society. From a 
paper read before the Annual Meeting in May, 
1931, at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 








HEN in 1623 the Dutch Captain Cornelius Jacobson 
Mey, for whom Cape May is named, first sailed up 
the Prince Hendricks River as our Delaware River 
was called at that time, in the ship New Netherland, he 
found about the site of Chester the Leni Lenape (meaning 
“real men”) Indians. The Indians called the site of the 
present city of Chester Meco-po-nack-a perhaps corrupted 
from Mee-chop-penack-han which they applied to our 
Chester Creek, as “the stream along which large potatoes 
grow.” Although Delaware Bay and River were for years 
occupied by the Dutch, the Swedes under Peter Minuit first 
settled in the neighborhood of Wilmington, Delaware, in 
April, 1638, in which year they purchased from the Indians 
all land on the western side of the river from Cape Henlopen 
to Trenton, which they then occupied as New Sweden. 
Many of the Swedish settlers came from the province of 
Upland on the Baltic coast of Sweden. 
The town of Upland was probably first settled by the 
Swedes about 1643, after the arrival of Governor Printz at 
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First MeEetInG PLace oF FRIENDS AT CHESTER 
Essex House in the distance 


WILLIAM PENN 


SAT WITH 
THE FIRST ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
WHICH PASSED 
THE GREAT FUNDAMENTAL LAWS 
IN THE HOUSE OF DEFENSE OR COURT HOUSE 


ON THIS SITE 
DECEMBER 4-7, 1682 


MARKED BY 
THE PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
AND THE DELAWARE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
1932 
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New Castle on February 15th. In 1644, the present site of 
Chester east of the creek was a tobacco plantation when 
the ground between Chester and Ridley Creeks extending 
114 miles inland was granted by the Swedish Government 
to Joran Kyn or Keen who for more than twenty-five years 
was the chief landed proprietor in Upland. Keen was body 
guard to Governor Printz until Printz returned to Sweden, 
driven out by the Dutch Peter Stuyvesant in 1655, when 
Upland was plundered by soldiers. 

When in 1645 Andreas Hudde, the Dutch Commissary on 
the Delaware, examined the river he found a few houses and 
plantations in the general vicinity of Chester. The first 
mention of Upland in America occurs in Hudde’s report as 
in possession of the Swedes in 1648. Some houses were first 
built along our present Chester Creek and later a fort for 
their defense and as a place of refuge. 

In August 1653, Queen Christina of Sweden and Princess 
of Finland granted to Captain John Ammundson Besk, for 
faithful services to the State, land extending about 4 miles 
along the River from the west of Upland Creek to Marcus 
Hook, formerly called Finland because of having been settled 
by the Finns. It was owned by the daughter of Governor 
Printz and called Printzdorp, that is, “Printz’s Village.” 
By 1659 Upland was the largest settlement in the Province 
although it is not likely there were then over 100 inhabitants. 
Four years later the Dutch Commissioner made it his head- 
quarters. But when the English captured New Amsterdam 
in 1664, the Delaware River territory was included in the 
spoils and English has since been the official language, with 
the exception of a short 6 months of Dutch in 1673. In 1676 
Robert Wade, who came over in 1675 with Fenwick to West 
Jersey, purchased Printzdorp from Governor Printz’s daugh- 
ter Madame Papegoja. It included the River frontage 
between Upland Creek and Le Mokey’s Creek, now called 
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Lamokin, and here, with a few friends, he held a “meeting” 
at his home, the famous ‘‘Essex House,” which we are now 
marking with a bronze tablet. 

The town perhaps grew up about the Swedish fort or 
Block-House which is spoken of in 1677 as “‘the House of 
Defense at Upland,” and which was then ordered to be fitted 
up for the uses of the Court. Upland Court Records exist 
from 1676. As early as 1668 Upland had been made the 
Chief Judicial district of the Dutch and the first Court had 
been held in the tavern of Neeles Laersen. Ata Court held 
in Upland on November 12, 1678, the first jury known to 
have been called in Pennsylvania was composed of 12 men, 
mostly Swedes, but including Henry Hastings, an English 
ancestor of mine. His son, Joshua Hastings, was a member 
in 1682 of the first Grand Jury held in Pennsylvania. The 
population of Upland County, which extended up to Trenton, 
was then about 600, few of which were English. 

During the year 1681 twenty-three English ships arrived 
and most of them disembarked their passengers at Upland 
which was the most considerable place within the Province 
of Pennsylvania. 

Holme’s Map, published in London 1687, containing the 
names of original land holders as of 1686, shows Neeles 
Laerson and Sandelands owning most of the land from 
Chester to Ridley Creek extending back into the country to 
Richard Townsend’s tract at Chester Mills on Chester Creek. 
Townsend came over with Penn on the Welcome, brought 
with him the wooden frame for Chester Mills. He probably 
erected first the miller’s house and occupied it while erecting 
the mill. The old ‘“Townsend-Pusey House” at Upland 
still stands. 

There is an old tradition that the site of Chester was 
originally intended by Penn for his great City of Brotherly 
Love but that Sandelands refused to sell his property to 
Penn, although his son, upon Penn’s second visit in 1700, 
petitioned him to buy and lay out a city there. This is not 
the likely reason, as Penn’s instructions dated Sept. 30, 1681, 
to the Commissioners sent over ahead of him, contained the 


10 





i. 
j 





oneeny wegen: ete te NT A RS te CONE A CON vos sit esas cmmiintin anman ae arimmnm emma: aa aaa aa 


71 
DELAWARE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


following extract, “That having taken what care you can 
for the people’s good, in these respects aforesaid, let the 
rivers and creeks be sounded on my side of Delaware River, 
especially Upland, in order to settle a great town, and be sure 
to make your choice where it is most navigable, high, dry, 
and healthy, that is, where most ships may best ride of 
deepest draught of water.” 

Penn’s first cousin was Governor Markham and he held 
his first Council in Upland on August 3, 1681. In a later 
conference with Lord Baltimore, at Upland, it was ascer- 
tained by astronomical observations that the town was 
ten miles south of the southern boundary of the grant of 
Pennsylvania. This also perhaps had some bearing on the 
decision to establish the great city 15 miles farther up the 
river, especially as the Schuylkill was of “deeper draught 
of water” than Chester Creek. 

Ashmead says, that the winter of 1681 was extremely 
cold, and on the 11th of December, when the ship “Bristol 
Factor” arrived at Upland, the passengers landed near the 
Fssex House. As the river was solidly frozen over that night 
the passengers were compelled to remain in Upland “all 
winter.” So large was the demand made upon the hamlet 
by all these immigrants that some of them dug caves in 
the river banks, covered them with brush and sod roofs, 
which they occupied until more permanent quarters could 
be erected. The sufferings were great as most of these 
settlers were “not people of low circumstances but substantial 
livers” and in the work of constructing these rude habita- 
tions women took part (aiding their men) who had been used 
to all the refinements and comforts of English life of that day. 

Some of the Welsh settlers, who arrived in August 1682, 
were disappointed that ‘“‘Penn’s city’’ was not to be at 
Upland but 15 miles up ye River ata place then called Wicoco,” 
especially when their ship master refused to carry them 
farther than the agreed destination of Upland, where the 
Governor’s chief warehouse was located. 

William Penn, whose birthday was on October 24th, wrote 
to England that he first arrived in America on that date, but 
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where we do not know as he did not arrive at New Castle 
until the 27th. New Castle, formerly under the Dutch 
called New Amstel, was at this time the center of the Dela- 
ware River government for the Duke of York’s Governor 
Andros. Court was held there monthly in a stone court 
house which still stands in use today. Penn had obtained 
title to these ‘“‘three lower counties” from the Duke of York. 
The good ship “Welcome” arrived there on October 27th and 
Penn landed the next morning, October 28th. Here Penn 
received the bit of “turf, twig and water,” symbols of owner- 
ship and title to the land which later became Delaware, 
and then sailed on up the river that afternoon to Upland in 
Pennsylvania, his own grant from King Charles the Second. 

Such was the settlement at Upland when William Penn 
arrived and landed at the mouth of Chester Creek, on the 
west bank, on Saturday evening, October 28th, 1682 (Old 
Style) or on November 7th, according to our calendar which 
went into effect in 1752. He was received and entertained 
by Robert Wade at Essex House and Upland was the end of 
his voyage on the ‘“‘Welcome.” 

George Smith incorrectly writes “Penn upon landing 
turned around to his friend Pearson who had accompanied 
him on the ‘Welcome’ and said ‘Providence has brought us 
here safe, Thou has been the companion of my perils. What 
wilt thou that I should call this place?’ Pearson said ‘Chester’ 
in remembrance of the city whence he came. William Penn 
replied that it should be called Chester, and that when he 
divided the land into counties, one of them should be called 
by the same name.” For 75 years afterwards, however, it 
was known as Upland and there is still the Borough of 
Upland adjoining the City of Chester on the inland side. 
Thomas Pearson did not arrive in Pennsylvania until 1683. 
Ashmead gives good reasons to dispute this romantic story 
as some of Penn’s early letters from the town are dated 
at Upland, and St. Paul’s Church records of 1704 state 
“This county is called Chester because most of its inhab- 
itants came from Cheshire in England.” Also, Penn’s pro- 
clamation to the Sheriffs of the three counties of Chester, 
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Bucks and Philadelphia (all formed out of the Swedish 
county of Upland) which was issued three weeks after his 
landing, was dated at “Upland.” Mr. A. C. Myers says the 
first mention of ‘“‘Chester’”’ was about Nov. 28, 1682. 

Watson tells us that Penn and a few friends came first 
up to Philadelphia from Chester in an open boat or barge. 
He illustrates with a drawing this landing at the tavern 
located at the mouth of Dock Creek. This must have been 
an excursion from Upland where Penn, no doubt, returned 
to his temporary abode. 

Penn was entertained at Essex House by his old London 
acquaintance Robert Wade, but staid but a short time, and 
after his return from New York where he went “‘to pay his 
duty” to the Duke of York’s representatives. It is said that 
he lodged for the winter of 1682-83 at the Boar’s Head Inn, 
a noted public house in Upland. He did not remove to 
Philadelphia until after March 10, 1683. 

It was in the “House of Defense” which stood near the 
Creek in Upland at the site now being marked with a tablet, 
that the first General Assembly of Pennsylvania, composed 
of seven elected delegates from each of the three upper, as 
well as the three lower counties now comprising the State 
of Delaware, met on December 4th, 1682. It provided for 
the naturalization of the inhabitants, and all not of English 
birth had to take an oath of allegiance in order to become 
“Freeman.” The first 61 “first written laws” were adopted 
here, all of which have since been repealed. 

Being the only town in the Province then known to 
English ship owners, Upland was consequently the port of 
destination for most of the settlers. Several ships often rode 
there at anchor at the same time as the water near the 
western shore was so deep that the trees sometimes touched 
the upper rigging. 

Richard Townsend writes that in 1682 at Chester it was 
thought 3000 persons came there in the first year. 

Tradition has it that Penn spent much time at the old 
Townsend-Pusey house at Chester Mills which is still stand- 
ing in Upland, perhaps the oldest building intact within our 
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State. The Delaware County Historical Society is endeav- 
oring to obtain and preserve this historic shrine with suitable 
land about it. Penn was a partner with Richard Carpenter, 
Cabel Pusey, Richard Townsend and others in the Chester 
Creek Mill and was present when the first dam was built. 
The mill’s old weather vane bearing the initials of the first 
three named partners‘is preserved in the building of the 
Pennsylvania Historical Society in Philadelphia. 

In 1882 a sum of over $3000.00 was raised in Delaware 
County and a memorial stone was unveiled at Penn’s Land- 
ing Site on November 9th, 1882. This monument is most 
inadequate to commemorate such an important event. The 
land on which it stands is in a city street next to the Reading 
Railroad’s right of way. It has been said that this spot 
compares with the Plymouth Rock of Massachusetts which 
has been so fittingly cared for in a monumental park. 

There is at present adjoining this monument a small plot 
about 200 by 300 feet which might be obtained for perhaps 
$30,000 and made into a suitable park setting for a fitting 
monument. The Delaware County Historical Society is 
sponsoring this movement. Some day there should be a 
Penn’s Landing Park there extending to Chester Creek as 
well as to the Delaware River. Then one might readily 
conceive when, where, and how, William Penn first landed 
in Pennsylvania. 
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FORM OF GIFT OR BEQUEST 


I hereby give and bequeath to the 
Delaware County Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania the sum er eee ae dollars 
(or of real estate, stocks or bonds herein 
described), to be used toward the acquisi- 
tion and development of the William 
Penn Landing Park in Chester, Pas 


(Two Wi itnesses). 


FORM OF GIFT OR BEQUEST 


I hereby give and bequeath to the 
Delaware County Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania the sum Ob. Wks noes dollars 
(or of real estate, stocks or bonds herein 
described), to be used toward the acquisi- 
tion and restoration of the Townsend- 
Pusey House at Upland, Pa. 





(Two Witnesses). 
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IV 
IN DESHONG PARK 


One of the exceptional features of the exercises in October was 
the pageant in Deshong Park representing the landing of William 
Penn on what is now Chester Creek. 

This part of the celebration was chiefly assumed and carried 
through with such satisfaction by a large number of people repre- 
senting the citizens of the entire community. With their co- 
operation it was practicable not only to reénact the landing of Wil- 
liam Penn in 1682 but also to carry this out with appropriate 
costumes. 

In view of the careful preparation which was made by the com- 
mittee of citizens in charge, together with fairly favorable weather, 
there was a very large attendance at these exercises in Deshong 
Park as well as at the later exercises of the day. 

The Chester Times in its issue of the next day, October 29th, 
gave a very full account of what was done and said and, as a part 
of this narrative, estimated that about 15,000 persons were present 
to participate in one way or another. 

The account which appeared in the Chester Times itself graphi- 
cally preserves the main features of the day and is reproduced 
here because of its value in those respects. 

The Times took particular pains to secure photographs of dif- 
ferent aspects of the exercises of the day and the Delaware County 
Historical Society is permitted to use some of those cuts, for which 
very hearty thanks are hereby recorded. 

The Times said: 

Penn lived again yesterday afternoon, in the Penn Landing Com- 
memorative Pageant held in the Deshong Memorial Park, in the 
presence of more than fifteen thousand residents and school chil- 
dren of Chester. 

Indians stalked about the shores of the Chester River, known in 
the days of Penn as the Mocoponaca Creek, in the vicinity of the 
Great Rock, located along the shore near the Deshong Drive. The 
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shore was dotted with gay coloredIndian tepees and a signal fire 
stood ready upon the rock. 

Beating of tom-toms by the Indians, who were impersonated by 
members of the Lamokin and Mocoponaca councils of the Degree 
of Pocahontas and the Tuscarora, Mocoponaca, Lamokin and 
Wawasset tribes of the Improved Order of Red Men, who were 
clad in gay Indian dress with faces colored with weird war paints, 
called the attention of all members of the Indian village and all 
the settlers to a bend in the river, some distance away, where a 
boat was approaching. As the settlers and the Indians crowded 
to the banks the signal fire was lighted by one of the redskins. 

Penn’s boat, rowed by four Colonial sailors, was followed by a 
flotilla of canoes occupied by Indians, who were impersonated by 
Boy Scouts and members of the Red Men. 

As the boat bearing William Penn, who was impersonated by 
George W. Pedlow, principal of the Chester High School, grated 
on the shore, a group of settlers rushed forward and assisted Penn 
from the boat to the top of the bank, near the rock. 

Upon his arrival on the shore Penn was surrounded by groups 
of Indians and settlers, who showed their great pleasure at his ar- 
rival—the settlers with words of welcome and handclasps, the 
Indians with whoops and dances and offers to smoke the great 
peace pipes which were brought forward. 

Markham, impersonated by Crosby M. Black, who is a direct 
descendant of a Colonial family, welcomed Penn to his new pos- 
| session and spoke the well wishes of all the settlers, who included 
: in the numbers, impersonators of Dutch, Swedish and Quaker 

people, who were garbed in their proper historic costumes. The 

Indians, who numbered a hundred and fifty braves with their 

squaws and papooses, pressed close to the new Colonial governor 

as their chief, Naaman, who was impersonated by Harry Mills, 
deputy grand sachem of the Improved Order of Red Men, of 

Pennsylvania District No. 1, offered a pipe of peace to William 

Penn, after he had conversed with Penn through an interpreter, 

Israel Helm, a Swedish settler, who was impersonated by David 

Berlant. In welcoming Penn, the chief stretched out his arms and 
- jndicated all the surrounding country in a sweeping gesture, telling 

the governor that it was for him. 
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A parchment scroll was brought, forth and with an ancient quill 
pen, Penn’s impersonator placed a signature upon the paper with 
all the Indians and settlers as witnesses to his treaty with the chief. 

Following the signing of the treaty the Indians again went into 
one of their tribal dances in the background of the village, where 
the Deshong Drive had been strewn with autumn leaves to better 
blot out its modern appearance. Following the close of the treaty 
ceremony the parade was formed on the drive. ) 


PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS 


Those who took the parts of the settlers—Edmond Cantwell, 
high sheriff—Harvey Jester; John Test, a Colonial merchant— 
Alfred Barraclough; James Sandelands, an inn keeper—Herman 
Kotzen; Caleb Pusey, plantation owner, George Sites; Robert 
Wade, Quaker, J. Kosmena ; Lydia Wade-—Sarah Holcroft; John 
Simcock, plantation owner—William Mason; Laurentius Caroly, 
Swedish minister of the gospel—Clifford Flemming; Swedish 
plantation owners—Neales Laersen, John Thomas, Neales Matt- 
son, Nicholas Varlan; Jordan Kyn, original owner of all the land 
that now comprises Chester—Paul Skillman; Frau Jordan Kyn— 
Sigrun Bassoe; Quaker settlers were portrayed by members of the 
local association of Friends who were: Isaac Wetherill, Mrs. 
Edith Wetherill, Miss Kathryn M. Stevenson, Mary E. Hinkson, 
Newlin P. Palmer, Hanna Webster, Dr. George C. Webster and 
Mrs. Newton Brittain. The settlers were in charge of State Rep- 
resentative Edward Nothnagle, who was in a Swedish settler’s 
costume with white wig. 

The enormous crowd which filled the park was well handled by 
the Chester police, who stretched ropes about the scene of the 
pageant, the location of which was admirably adapted to the view 
of the thousands of interested spectators who thronged the raised 
ground surrounding the natural amphitheatre in which the pageant 
was staged. 








Vv 
COSTUMED PARADE 


Immediately following the exercises in Deshong Park the parade 
in costume formed in due order and marched from the park to 
Front and Penn Streets. The parade was led by the Chester 
High School Band, which contributed largely to the success of 
the exercises of the day as a whole. 

Some details concerning the parade, sufficient to preserve its 
reality and its relation to the exercises as a whole, have already been 
outlined in the quotation from the Chester Times in the preceding 
chapter. There will be found the names of the persons who shared 
in the plans and represented the principal characters of the historic 
occasion back in 1682, historic for us now, although, at that time, 
little conceived of as of great significance two and one half cen- 
turies later. 
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VI 
AT THE SITE OF THE ESSEX HOUSE 


The costumed parade, with the leadership of the Chester High 
School Band, brought the large number of people as well as the 
officers of the Delaware County Historical Society and others who 
shared in the exercises directly to Front and Penn Streets, where 
an extensive platform had been erected, sufficiently above the 
ground to give the audience opportunity to see and hear easily and 
also to supply a better opportunity for speaking, as was due those 
who shared in the program here at the Essex House. 

The exercises here began with the singing of “ America” by 
the entire audience led by the Chester High School Band. 


1 
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 


President Clarence W. Brazer, of the Delaware County His- 
torical Society, then spoke as follows by way of general introduc- 
tion to the program of the day as a whole. 

To Our Honorable Guests, Ladies, Gentlemen and School Chil- 
dren: 

The Delaware County Historical Society, represented by its 
Council, is distinctly honored today with the presence on this plat- 
_ form of: 

The Pennsylvania Historical Commission and its Chairman, 

Dr. James N. Rule, 

Our State Senator and Representatives, 

Judges and Commissioners of Delaware County, 

The Mayor and Council of the City of Chester, 

The Delaware County Chamber of Commerce, 
and other distinguished Citizens of this County. 
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All of us have joined together in honor of this great event in 
the history of Pennsylvania. | 

We are all gathered here to commemorate today, and at about 
this time of day, the 250th Anniversary of the First Landing of 
William Penn in Pennsylvania, at this spot on the shore of the 
Delaware River at Chester Creek. 

Fifty years ago the people of this County contributed to a Citi- 
zens Committee in charge of a similar celebration, who later 
founded our Society, and they erected on the public sidewalk, with 
special permission of the City of Chester, the stone monument 
which marks the approximate spot where the passengers of the 
ship “ Welcome ”’ came ashore at the end of their perilous voyage. 

At the last session of the State Legislature a sum of $50,000 
was appropriated for the general commemoration of Penn’s First 
Arrival. This sum included $10,000 toward the acquisition of a 
public park at this landing site. Unfortunately this act was de- 
clared void by the Attorney General. 

The Delaware County Historical Society has for many years 
sponsored such an undertaking and today we open a fund for gifts 
and bequests toward the acquisition of all the land about this 
monument extending to the waters of the Delaware River and 
Chester Creek, for the purpose of developing a Penn Landing 
Park in which a more suitable and important monument may 
permanently remind those who make a pilgrimage to this impor- 
tant place, of the very beginning of our present Government of 
the now great Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

We are also to unveil today a bronze tablet marking the site of 
the Essex House where William Penn was received and lodged by 
Robert Wade, and at the end of these ceremonies we will unveil 
another bronze tablet marking the site where the first written laws 
were passed by the First Assembly of Pennsylvania under William 

. Penn the Governor and Proprietor. 

Each of these important events has been the subject of special 
study by our honored guests and I will not transgress upon their 
addresses. | 
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2 
ADDRESS OF WELCOME 


Following his introductory address President Brazer presented 
Honorable William Ward, Jr., Mayor of the City of Chester, who 
delivered the Address of Welcome. 

This address was extemporaneous in form and the Mayor did 
not find it practical to furnish a copy of his remarks. What he 
said followed much the same line of thought as the address which 
he delivered in Philadelphia on October 24th at the celebration 
there, and, in accord with his request, portions of that address are 
embodied here as representing the welcome and felicitations which 
he expressed at this Essex House gathering. 

Within a radius of ten miles of our Chester City Hall, he said, 
much of the history of the colonies was centered prior to the form- 
ing of the United States of America. In the Township of Tini- 
cum, four miles north of Chester, Johann Printz established his 
colony, erected Fort Gottenburg, and held sway as ruler of the 
settlement. He it was who first established a relation of concord 
and amity with the Indian tribes, the policy later adopted by the 
Proprietor himself, so that the Indian and the settler lived in har- 
mony. Then came the Dutch, and the colony grew in numbers and 
in strength, followed by the English, who continued in authority 
until the union of the colonies as the United States. 

The Indian taught the white man his skill in the field and stream, 
and his love and lore of the forest primeval. The white man 
taught the Indian his arts and some of his frailties and imperfec- 
tions. The tide of life in the colony ran evenly and slowly. 

So passed the years, and into them and their story came the man 
to whom we do honor today, our Quaker progenitor, William Penn. 
Two hundred and fifty years ago today, on October 28th, 1682, 
William Penn first set foot upon the soil of his dominions, on what 
is now the City of Chester, and a little later gave to the territory, 
as it then was, his name, and to the nation the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. Here he planted the acorn of thrift and fair deal- 
ing, from which has grown the great oak of industrial achievement 
of today. 

This territory which Penn founded has grown and prospered 







bib GOWAN BA Bae mee? AF avo: 











».% 





Pre ey al 
: nat, +h ye ae aly " A 
aw * "Ry ene re Ren TS 
Pee |: ae 
eT | 4 4 y sal 


i 
ve whe 
’ 
: , 


ii ys 


eyo 
% —_—»- MeUOM xaeea SHT40 aTie\aHT TA 


ee eae ae 
Peay FG. Ci 

fF bab Paget AMODINW © & 2 oC ) 

onlw rate) 26 HD vd to roy af | WwW 













Hoitter exotbbs ot es ttgwortt 10 oil smnse Sef foyen b: 
notinidolins sit te AIRS +edobO no fdiglobaledl st avilsb 
s18 ezytbbis tarlt to endtirog desuper elit tiv Brooas ai ,hax .srsd3 
Solelw enoitatisiie? bns smozfsw a: gnittsesiget an ted beibodms 
gattorisg seuoll xseeH gid t6 sees7gxe od 
bisa of JisH yD wtesd ao to asim no! to ediber 6 ai | 
“arto? anit. 04 rot baited ese exindloo ol} Yo Wioleld oti? 10 doum 
“imiT Yo qilenwoT sii nl _soissmA t6 e9isi@ botinU sift to yni 
aid boddaildsies sinivT anstiol sre9d2 Yo dion aslire wrod nu 
Sa3 No witt es vows bisd base BwdastioD oT beer ,yaoloo 
biconoo to moltsivt s borzildstes tert odw esw ti oH tnacrsftise 
ot yd betgebs reisl yoilog silt-,esdins osibal sit dtiw yWims bas 
+rad at Devil roltise Stit bas asibnl srlt te: o2 ,Hoemid totsiagord 
bets ersdriten ot worg ynoloo sd? bos Motul orls stress modT ynoen 
vredive mi beunitnos ore Hailgad odt yd Bewollot figrsite ai +. 
esiste bavinlT ot en esinolos $i Yo noi sd fitny 
dnsstie Bow bist ort ni ide aid cern ofirier 919 tdgust nsibal sfT 
nem aitthw ofT leveming 129703 oi to svol bas evol aid bas 
~oohraqmt Bis eeiilien? aid to soos bre ets eid agthel sxft 41 
‘Uwole bas yneve mex ynolos 913 ni stil jo sbit siT _.enoit 






















‘he 


2. 


Sead puna, Wrote tists Brus med? Ofni bros ewasy oft boeead 02 

aot mal? osiasgorg wilabQ a0 ,ysbo} tonOd Ob sw 1 oriw of a 

‘S83! EBS wdo%wO no .yebot ous est WIM bas b { owT . 

\sotved adit opey deel Ce a ee een cane a iat 
| oltti to wid 4 6 


en earn cea amen menger= ener Afar sepa iar ett te 
. 


84 WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


until it is known as the workshop-of the world, and of that work- 
shop the City of Chester offers a valued segment. 

The farms of Penn have turned into factories. The beehives 
have changed into homes and along both banks of this tidal stream 
is heard the hum of industry where, in the years of yesterday, the 
fisherman mended and tended his net. 

From the bight of the cove at New Castle, through Wilmington, 
Chester, Philadelphia, Camden; and to the headwaters of the Dela- 
ware, the hammers ring, the forges flame, and ten million shuttles 
rattle through a million looms. 

From the great shipways on both sides of the Delaware there 
slide into the waiting waters the greyhounds of the deep and the 
bulldogs of the navy, ships that carry the flag of the nation in 
honor and glory over all the seven seas. 

Today we pay our tribute to the master builder for his example, 
his preachment, his promise and his performance. 

And now to the memory of William Penn I should like to sug- 
gest this, though a trifle daring: This is an age of wonder, when 
men fly through the air, when men descend to the depths of the 
sea, when through the night there come to us strange voices by un- 
seen force traveling over lanes uncharted and unknown, and in this 
wondrous age it is not too much perhaps for us to think that the 
spirit of the gentle Quaker whose memory we today revere is not 
far from us this afternoon. 

The address of welcome of Mayor Ward was followed by a 
chorus of children’s voices, pupils of the Franklin Grammar 
School, which contributed happily to the exercises. 


3 
WILLIAM PENN 


Following the music by the Franklin Grammar School pupils 
President Brazer introduced Dr. Albert Cook Myers, who gave a 
significant historical address concerning William Penn, a report of 
which he has furnished for this volume as follows: 

“No spot in Britain can be so sacred to Englishmen as that 
which first felt the tread of English feet.” Thus writes John 
Richard Green, in his Short History of the English People, of 
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Ebbsfleet, where, in the year A.D. 449, Hengest and Horsa with 
their war-band first landed. This was in County Kent, just off 
the Strait of Dover, barely eight miles above, along the coast, 
from the port of Deal, whence in the year 1682, William Penn set 
sail upon his first adventure into the New World. 

One of the most illustrious of Englishmen, William Penn is best 
known, perhaps, as the Founder and Proprietor of Pennsylvania. 
He was, moreover, the foremost Founder of the American Nation. 
The great Mr. Penn, the great Quaker, his contemporaries often 
called him. From him a very great heritage has come down to 
each one of us. Two hundred and fifty years ago in this historic 
old town he first stepped upon the soil of our State. This was an 
event of the deepest significance. Let us, then, emulating the 
reverent spirit of the eminent English historian, as revealed in his 
eloquent portrayal of the place where English history began, come 
to this spot of Penn’s first landing as to hallowed ground. Over- 
looking the deplorable sordidness and materialism of its present 
surroundings, which it is hoped will soon be remedied, let us, with 
stimulated historical imagination, project ourselves into those 
scenes of the long ago. 

The speaker then gave a brief summary of Penn’s early life, a 
description of his personal appearance and dress, contemporary 
impressions of his character and characteristics, as well as some 
later estimates of him. This part of his address he proposes to 
print at a later time. He read also his paper, in part on Robert 
Wade, with a dramatic touch holding forth to the view of the 
audience the original vellum patent deed, dated Philadelphia 6 
Month (August) 5, 1684, in which Penn himself, over his own 
signature, with the pendant Lesser Seal of the Province, confirmed 
to Wade Essex House and its 560 acres of land. This precious 
document, which has since been acquired by The Delaware County 
Historical Society, Dr. Myers stated, he had discovered that very 
day in a Philadelphia shop window on his way to take the train for 
Chester, and, borrowing it, brought it with him for exhibition on 
this occasion. At the due place in his address he called attention 
to the bronze tablet which had been placed upon the present house, 
being then unveiled by Mrs. George Stratts (née Honor McBar- 
ron), the present owner and occupant of the dwelling. 
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86 WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 
4 
THE SHIP “ WELCOME ” 


At the close of the address by Dr. Myers, President Brazer in- 
troduced Mr. George Vaux, calling attention to the special study 
which Mr. Vaux had given to an understanding of the voyage and 
the arrival of William Penn, and Mr. Vaux. then read the same 
paper which he had read in May, as follows: 


THE EMBARKATION, VOYAGE, AND ARRIVAL OF 
THE SHIP “WELCOME,” 1682 


By GerorceE Vaux 


It was an England far from “ Merrie” which had faced the 
proponents of religious freedom and tolerance during the seven- 
teenth century, and had finally forced William Penn, among others, 
to establish his “ Holy Experiment.” The proprietor of this un- 
dertaking had been unable, owing to unfinished business in Eng- 
land, to visit his province with the first settlers, but toward the 
middle of the year 1682, having published his Frame of Govern- 
ment, and having received releases of all claims in Pennsylvania 
from the Duke of York, he was prepared to set forth. 

The ship “ Welcome,” of London, Robert Greenaway, Master, 
had been chartered for the voyage. It was a vessel of 300 tons 
burthen, having, as accurately as it is possible to ascertain, an over- 
all length of 108 feet, length of keel 76 feet, breadth 2714 feet, 
depth 13 feet, and draught 10% feet. The masts, three in num- 
ber, were square-rigged, with the exception of a lateen sail on the 
mizzen. The top sails had more area, and the ship, as a whole, 
was much larger than the “ Mayflower,” being of about the same 
size as vessels then used for trading with the West Indies. 

The captain, Robert Greenaway, was a London Friend, and one 
of Penn’s celebrated “ First Purchasers ” of land in the new prov- 
ince. I have here a photostat of the original deed, now in the His- 
torical Society of Pennsylvania, delivering to Robert Greenaway 
of London, mariner, a tract of 1500 acres of land in Pennsylvania, 
and signed by William Penn of Worminghurst, Sussex, on March 
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20, 1682. There is listed in John Whiting’s Catalogue of Friends’ 
Books (London 1708), a broadside written by Greenaway, entitled 
“ Farewell, or a salutation of love to Friends in Old England, the 
land of my nativity,” published in 1684. His will, disposing of his 
grant from Penn, together with a lot in Philadelphia, is deposited 
in the office of the Recorder of Wills. He died the 14th day of 
the Second Month, 1685. 

The maritime center of London was at this time located just 
below London Bridge, near the customs house and Tower of 
London, in St. Catherine’s and Wapping. Here came on board 
about a hundred persons, besides mates and crew, many of them 
from Proprietor Penn’s own county of Sussex, while others came 
from the counties of Kent, Middlesex, Surrey, and Wales. Among 
those present were William Buckman, from Billinghurst, Sussex, 
from whom our chairman is descended; Evan Oliver, from Wales, 
to whom was born a child while at sea, and named Seaborn (it 
might be added that it was a girl); Dr. Thomas Wynne, from 
Flintshire, in Wales, chirurgeon and friend of Penn, later first 
speaker of the Pennsylvania Legislature, from whom the speaker 
[1.e., George Vaux] is descended; and Richard Townsend, of Lon- 
don, a carpenter, who has left for us a rather interesting account of 
the trip. 

“In the year 1682,” he says, “several ships being provided, I 
found a concern on my mind to embark with the proprietor, Wil- 
liam Penn, with my wife and child; and about the latter end of the 
sixth month, having settled my affairs in London, where I dwelt, 
I went on board the ship ‘ Welcome,’ Robert Greenaway, com- 
mander,” 

The vessel left London toward the end of August, and made its 
tedious way down the Thames, and out into the Downs, a con- 
venient roadstead, near the port town of Deal, to await the arrival 
of Penn who, as yet, had not come aboard. The latter had written 
from Worminghurst on the 4th of Sixth Month a rather touching 
letter, containing affectionate advice to his wife and children, for 
their civil, moral, and religious conduct through life if he should 
never see them again. 

From his home Penn travelled on horseback to Deal, where he 
was set aboard the “ Welcome,” lying in the Downs hard by, on 
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August 30. From there he writes, “ An epistle containing a salu- 
| tation to all faithful Friends, a reproof to the unfaithful; and a 2 
: visitation to the enquiring, in solemn farewell to them all, in the 
land of my nativity.” The next day, August 31, a favorable wind 
having sprung up, the “ Welcome” set sail from the old world. 
In the London Gazette’s issue of Monday, September 4—Thurs- 
day, September 7 is found the following item: “ Deal, Sept. 2:— 
Two days since sailed out of the Downs three ships bound for 
Pensilvania, on board which was Mr. Pen, and a great many 
Quakers, who go to settle there.” There seems to be no knowledge 
of the other two ships. 
In these parlous times it is hard to appreciate the perils of such 
a voyage, and men who had crossed the ocean were pointed out on 
the streets as if they were strange curiosities. James Claypoole 
wrote to Thomas Loveday on the 2lst of the Seventh Month, 
“William Penn and those Friends in ye ‘ Welcome’ we hope may 
be near halfway thither. There have been divers false reports to 
discourage people as if a shipp from Bristol with Friends was cast 
away, and that Carolina was seized by ye Spaniards, but all is well 
and like to prosper.” 

During the voyage smallpox broke out, and a great deal of our 
information, concerning the names of those on board, comes from 
wills made at sea, both from the signatures of testators and from 
those of witnesses. Penn, having had the disease before, was im- 
mune, and hence of great service to the sick. Richard Townsend 
speaks of him as one, “whose good conversation was very ad- 
vantageous to all the company. His singular care was manifested, 
in contributing to the necessities of many, who were sick of the 
small-pox, then on board, out of which company about thirty died.” 

“J arrived,” says Penn, “on the 24th day of October,” and by 
this he means that the vessel first entered American waters on that 
date. Proud states that land was first sighted in the neighborhood 
of Egg Harbor, New Jersey, and on this same date we now cele- 
brate the birthday of Penn according to the new style of the 
calendar. 

The ship made its way up the Delaware and dropped anchor off 
New Castle on October 27, late in the afternoon. Penn sent for 
John Moll, one of the Duke of York’s commissioners, to come on 
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board, and presented to him the Duke’s deeds. The following 
record of the transaction is to be found in the public records of 
New Castle, “On the 27th day of Oct. 1682, arrived before ye 
towne of New Castle, William Penn, Esqe., whoo produced two 
deeds of feofment for this towne and twelve myles about itt, and 
also for the twoo lower counties, ye Whoorekill and ye St. James’s, 
wherefore ye said William Penn received possession of ye towne 
the 28th of Oct.” 

As the account states, the official landing did not take place until 
the following day, Saturday, October 28, when it was accomplished 
with due ceremony. The party came on shore, and the proprietor 
was escorted to the fort which stood on the site now occupied by 
Immanuel Episcopal church. No better account can be found than 
that given by John Moll, who says: “ Whereupon, by virtue of the 
power given unto us by these letters of attorney, we did give and 
surrender, in the name of his Royal Highness, unto him the said 
William Penn, Esq., actual and peaceable possession of the fort of 
New Castle, by giving him the key thereof, to lock upon himself 
alone the door, which being opened by him again, we did deliver 
also unto him one turf, with a twig upon it, a porringer with river 
water and soil, in part of all what was specified in the said in- 
denture or deed of enfeofment from his Royal Highness, and ac- 
cording to the true intent and meaning thereof.” 

Captain Lasse Cock was sent by the Swedes to acquaint Penn 
that, “ they would love, serve, and obey him with all they had; that 
it was the best day they ever had.” 

At the conclusion of these ceremonies Penn boarded the ship 
once more, and late the same day, he arrived at Upland, now 
Chester, where he came on shore close to the spot now marked by 
the landing stone. Thus was brought to a successful conclusion 
the epic voyage of the proprietor to his province of Pennsylvania. 


, 
LYDIA WADE 


Next came a paper. on Lydia Wade, the First American Hostess 
of William Penn, read by Mrs. Alfred L. Hawkins (née Lydia 
Sharpless Green), of Moylan, Pennsylvania, it being the same 
paper read by her on May 21, 1932. 
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90 , WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


LYDIA WADE, THE FIRST AMERICAN HOSTESS 
OF WILLIAM PENN 


By LyprA SHARPLESS HAWKINS 


As a young June bride, in the historic old City of London, Lydia 
Wade, the first American hostess of the Founder of Pennsylvania, 
makes her earliest appearance in history. This was in the year 
1664. She was then living in the Parish of St. Botolph, just out- 
side the city’s enclosing wall,—with its sometime moat, the Hounds- 
ditch—and near to its eastern entrance, the Aldgate. Not far 
away was Petticoat Lane. Her maiden name was Lydia Evans. 
She was among the early converts to Quakerism and several times 
suffered persecution for her belief. 

In the spring and early summer of that year her nuptial inten- 
tions with another convert to the new sect, Robert Wade, a young 
carpenter of the same parish, having been brought before the Peel 
Monthly Meeting of Friends, approval was given and the marriage 
was solemnized, Fourth Month (June) 28, 1664, at the Peel Meet- 
ing, in St. Johns Street. 

This section of London, the present densely populated district 
of Clerkenwell, was without and to the northwest of the old walled 
city and at some distance from the abode of the bride and groom. 
Its vicinity is distinguished by many objects of historic interest, 
amongst others, the venerable gate of the monastery of the Monks 
of St. John of Jerusalem, the pleasant gardens of the Charter 
house, the ancient Norman Church of St.. Bartholomew the Great, 
and the transformed, but forever martyr-hallowed Smithfield. 
The land where the marriage occurred once formed part of the pos- 
sessions of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, having been re- 
ceived by them from the Crown at the dissolution of the monastery. 

The young couple had spent barely a month of wedded life, 
when their future guest,—whom they were not to know until later 
years—the gay, young cavalier, William Penn, then in the bloom 
of his 20th year, returned from France to his London home with 
the dress and graces of that land of his two-year sojourn. The 
horrors of the terrible Plague of 1665 must have been all about the 
Wades, but fortunately the Great Fire of 1666 did not reach them. 

Lydia Wade was active in the affairs of Friends’ meetings both 





Svs peasy wns AE aS a AL rc Die eat ate Lani ln Sil Sols ME Sill eS, 


Pe ee ee ene eee) : si 


BR a ae te Ch ede BV. 


SEI. os ta Real 5 Modis tiles teas 5 iw 4 


Ds Ser til 


we ly oe ee Sve ee FP eres oe ew - a ee ie 





‘tao ten{ qledodl 22 to deine oct ni gnivil nodt esw 52 PST” 


~ebnwoHT oft seotn omitsmog att Mive—lew gaieolads e'ytis orft obie 


ist tof oteghiA sd? \sonstine Htstess en of iasd bira—sotib 


esmit Isvevee bag rtztrdaut) of attevnos vitss srff groma 2ew sf2 ~ 


-Isiied 19d 10? noituss219q bstefive 
“noth fsitquer ted rsey der} Yo tore vinss bee gniqe oft nt 


grey 8 bel trsdoW tee won of) 09 Hones Isiions diiw eno 


lost srit svoted tfgiord nsod grivad seieq octaz Sit to raIa9qTR> 
ogsitrent of? bins novkg exw tsvotags .zhroitt Yo guitesM yim 
“99M fosT oft te PBT 82 (san) doll two t esinmsloe eew 


toot zarlol 42 at gat” 


wines betchgog yloarsh tnsesq st nobuod Yo molicss adT 
batinw bio ott ie teowslivon ord of bas tnoctiiw ecw JawashalD to 


ooey bas Shit sd) to bods sf tovl sonntaib stmioe is bre Ys 


Jessi oivotelid Yo atosido yee yd hordelirgnitelly ei Winisiv ail 


ednoM ott Yo yrstasmom oft to sty sldsreasy arly etsitto teyromus 
vera) of? to ensbucy tisassiq oft dntolsetra| Yo nol 42 Yo 


dest) ott waenolodivad 122 to dowd) meio! insions on? senod 


-bivitevion® bowollad-rytiam wevsaot stud ‘borrro} ener? oft bag 


til bebibow Yo dimon # ‘eloted Mroge bet siquos ynvoy sfT 


reas! lite word ot Jon stew yarlt modw—seowy sunt? rsd nedw 
moold silt ai node nev mciliiW (r9ileve> gauoy .yeg st—~eresy 
thiw smo nobeot eid of sonny cond hoccstor reve 1x08 eked Yo 





é 
i 





7 a 
Le 
Qs —— ee 
» 
- é “ 
a 


as 


‘ 
~~ a a ee 









ee en Rie ee Cet 





AT THE SITE. OF THE ESSEX. HOUSE 91 


in England and Pennsylvania. In 1672, she was a signer of the 
epistle sent by London Friends to the women Friends in the Bar- 
badoes. In 1674 and 1676, she contributed liberally to help poor 
women Friends, through the agency of the Women’s Box Meeting 
of London. 

She was left behind when her husband removed to America in 
1675. Under date of Second Month (April) 2, 1676 he wrote to 
her from Upland thus: 


“ Dear and Loving Wife 
. . . | hope thou wilt be well satisfied to come and live here. 
...1dointend ... after the Harvest is gotten in to come 
to England for thee, and I hope thou wilt be willing to come, 
seeing here are severall of thy Neighbours whom thou knowest 
well, as Richard Guy and his wife, and William Hancock and 
his Wife, and many others.” 


Not long after this she came over to Upland and lived with her 
husband at Essex House. A good housewife, she dispensed a 
kindly hospitality to wayfarers of varying degree as they passed 
that way. 

In 1679, Jasper Danckaerts, a traveling Dutch Labadist, who 
had no love for Quakers, stayed with the Wades, and notes in his 
Journal that Robert “ is the best Quaker we have yet seen and his 
wife, who is a good woman. ... They have always treated us 
kindly.” 

Among other notables entertained by Lydia Wade was William 
Penn’s cousin, Captain William Markham, the Deputy Governor 
who came in 1681; and in 1682, no less a personage than Charles 
Calvert, Lord Baltimore, Proprietor of Maryland. We may well 
imagine, however, that Lydia’s best efforts were put forth later 
that same year when the Great Proprietor himself arrived to stay 
from time to time under her rooftree. Shortly after his return to 
England, in 1684, William Penn sent her his kind remembrance. 

Lydia Wade was not only active in the service of Chester 
Monthly Meeting, but also did her duty, a number of times, as a 
witness and as a juror in the Chester County Court, then held at 
Chester. 

In 1699, having been a widow about a year, she was one of those 
who greeted William Penn when he caine, a second time, to Penn- 
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sylvania on the ship “ Canterbury,” landing at Chester and bring- 
ing with him his second wife, Hannah Callowhill, and his daughter 
Laetitia. 

Lydia died a childless widow in 17 01. The charitable disposition 
that characterized her life is still further disclosed by her will. 
She bequeaths £100, one half to the Women’s and the other half 
to the Men’s Meeting in London, for the “use of traveling 
Friends ”; to a trustee in England, £40 for poor Friends who wish 
to come to Pennsylvania; to poor Friends in the town of Cocking, 
in County Sussex, England, £10; to Chester Monthly Meeting, 
Pennsylvania, money “ for finishing the meeting house.” 

The inventory of her effects, at her death, valued at £966. Ss., 
includes these items: 

“ Weareing Aparrell £26. 10s., 1 Green A Pron &s., table linen, 
table cloths, napkins, Piller Caisses, 4 Yards of Blew Lineing 5s., 
25 Yards of Tow Cloth £2. 11s., 1 Muffe, woolen yarn, 2 Womens 
Bonnets & 1 Hatt, 1 Quilted Mantle, 1 Womens Shifte, 1 flanning 
Shifte, Caise of Drawers, Chest, 2 Chests and a Trunck, 2 Hoods 


a band anda Handkercheife of Silk, 3 Peair of Gloves, Black Silck 


Cloake, Bottles of Rose Water, 8 Walnut Chaires, 9 Leather 
Cheaires, 1 Table and Stand, 114! of Putter, 69! of Old Brass, 2 
Brass Potts, 1 Cow, 7 Pair of Piller Bears, 1 Hanging for A Bed, 
4 Window Curtings, 1 Green and 2 Blew Aprons, 1 Peair of Silk 
and peair of thred Stockings, 1 Peair of Small Brass Scailes, 1 
Small Churn.” 

May the memory of this pioneer Quaker woman of our state, in 
her housewifely care, her kindly hospitality, her general philan- 
thropy, her devotion to civic and religious duty, be ever an example 
and an inspiration to us all. 


6 
OUR HERITAGE FROM WILLIAM PENN 


Following the address on Lydia Wade it was the further pleas- 
ure of President Brazer to present Dr. James N. Rule, Chairman 
of the Pennsylvania State Historical Commission and State Su- 
perintendent of Public Instruction, who spoke to the large as- 
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sembly particularly from the point of view of the educator and 
the interest which the entire eduéational field finds in the life, 
character, and significance of William Penn. Dr. Rule said: 

Penn’s conception of the responsibility of the People for good 
government influenced his theory of education in its relation to the 
State. In his Frame of Government he provides, that “ the Gover- 
nor and Provincial Council shall erect and order all public schools, 
and encourage and reward the authors of useful sciences and lauda- 
ble inventions in the said Province.” Provision is also made for a 
Committee on manners, education and arts. His advanced views 
on industrial education are expressed in his laws agreed upon in 
England when he says, “ That all children within this Province of 
the age of twelve years, shall be taught some useful trade or skill, 
to the end none may be idle, but the poor may work to live, and 
the rich, if they become poor, may not want.” 

These views are more fully expressed in his farewell letter to 
his wife and children before embarking on the ship “ Welcome” 
when he says: 


“For their learning be liberal. Spare no cost; for by such 
parsimony all is lost that is saved; but let it be useful knowl- 
edge, such as is consistent with truth and godliness, not cher- 
ishing a vain conversation or idle mind, but ingenuity mixed 
with industry is good for the body and mind too. I recom- 
mend the useful parts of mathematics, as building houses or 
ships, measuring, surveying, dialling, navigation; but agricul- 
ture is especially in my eye; let my children be husbandmen 
and housewives; it is industrious, healthy, honest, and of 
good example.” . 


The influence of Penn’s views on education has continued down 
through the years. Our State Constitution requires that the Legis- 
lature provide a thorough and efficient system of public schools 
wherein all the children of the Commonwealth above the age of six 
years shall be educated, confirming Penn’s contention that all the 
children should be taught to the end that none may be idle. This 
mandate of the Constitution has been made effective in the School 
Laws of Pennsylvania so that the girls and boys of this Common- 
wealth now enjoy an educational opportunity equal, at least, to that 
enjoyed by the children in the United States generally, Educa- 
tionally speaking, Pennsylvania ranks about twenty-third among 
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the States of the Union. Potentially, however, the School Laws 
provide for such a comprehensive system of education as was vi- 
sioned by Penn in his Frame of Government. We have endeav- 
ored recently to summarize in a few crisp statements the provisions 
of the Constitution and of the School Laws for education in a 
form that we have called Pennsylvania’s Educational Charter— 
which like Penn’s Frame of Government sets forth the Common- 
wealth’s guarantee to the children of the citizens of this State with 
respect to education. This charter is as follows: 


PENNSYLVANIA’S EDUCATIONAL CHARTER 


For every child in Pennsylvania protection of his constitu- 
tional right to an education. 


For every child an understanding, competent teacher. 


For every child an adaptable educational program—instruction 
and practice in how to become a competent citizen—training 
and guidance to do some part of the world’s work well—ac- 
tivities for the development of worthy home membership, 
wise use of leisure time, health, culture, and character. 


For every child a school term sufficient in length to enable him 
to profit to the full extent of his capacities from opportunities 
offered by education. 


For every child safe, sanitary, hygienic, and properly equipped 
school buildings and grounds. 


For every citizen of the Commonwealth provision for a con- 
tinuing education—to make up for opportunities lost in earlier 
years and to provide means whereby the individual may adjust 
himself to new civic, social, and economic responsibilities. 


Penn began his Holy Experiment in person when he met his As- 
sembly here December 4-7, 1682. The principles of government 
that he had announced became the foundation principle on which 
all democratic governments are based; freedom of conscience and 
the right of self-expression in civil affairs as illustrated in uni- 
versal suffrage and the right of petition. His treatment of the 
natives and of the Swedes, and his invitation to continental Eu- 
ropeans to come to his Province to unite with the English-speaking 
people in founding a Commonwealth based upon the spirit of free- 
dom and humanity brought to Pennsylvania sturdy, self-reliant 
and versatile groups that have made this Commonwealth unique in 
America. | 
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As our great leaders of Colonial times pass in memory before 
us none stands out in stronger relief than does William Penn. 
His principles of equal rights for all, religious toleration, and the 
right of free expression in civic and social matters are the very 
foundation stones upon which the lasting prosperity for all must 
be built. His principles have stood, and will continue to stand, 
the test of time since they are universal in their application to all 
times and all peoples. His character and his achievements may 
well be the study of the citizens of this and the next generation 
and of all generations of American citizens yet to come. 

Proud of the heritage left us by Penn the Pennsylvania His- 
torical Commission heartily joins the Delaware County Historical 
Society in commemorating the 250th Anniversary of the First 
Arrival of William Penn in America. 


7 
THE HOUSE OF DEFENCE 


As the last speaker here at the site of Essex House President 
Brazer introduced Mr. Harry E. Sprogell, who read again his 
paper entitled “ Site of the House of Defence, Meeting Place of 
the First Pennsylvania Assembly.” 


SITE OF THE HOUSE OF DEFENCE, MEETING 
PLACE OF THE FIRST PENNSYLVANIA 
ASSEMBLY, 1682 


By Harry E. Sproceti 


William Penn’s first concern for his infant province, Pennsyl- 
vania, was to provide laws and means of government embodying 
all of the ideals which had been such a powerful influence in the 
founding of the colony. Rude and untrained as were many of the 
settlers of 1682, Penn believed that they were fitted to govern his 
province for him; his faith in democracy was an advance notice of 
the spirit which was to make America the leader in popular govern- 
ment. His willingness to put his principles into action went far to 
make possible the realization of democratic ideals. 
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96 WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


Accordingly, on November 8th; 1682, not ten days after his land- 
ing, Penn issued writs to the sheriffs of the six counties into which 
his province had been divided: Bucks, Chester, Philadelphia, New 
Castle, St. Jones (later re-named Kent), and Whorekill (now 
Sussex). His instructions were to assemble “all freeholders,” 
and to elect, from each county, seven persons, “of most note for 
wisdom, sobriety and integrity,” to serve as deputies in “a General 
Assembly to be held at Upland, Pennsylvania, December 6 next,” 
there to take up the important business of establishing the govern- 
ment of the Province of Pennsylvania. 

The Assembly convened on December 4th, 1682, the first meet- 
ing of the Pennsylvania legislature. Of its personnel, we know 
very little indeed, for not more than twenty of the men who offi- 
cially attended are known to historians ; but certainly the roll should 
be preserved to honor the men who first represented the people of 
Pennsylvania in legislative session. 

Historians have never settled finally upon the house in which 
this first Pennsylvania Assembly met. For years tradition held 
| that the old Friends’ Meeting House on the west side of Front 
| Street, now Edgmont Avenue, housed the meeting, but John Hill 
Martin in his history, Chester and its Vicinity, proved conclusively 
| that this building could not have been standing in 1682. The 
- choice must now be made between the old House of Defence, 
erected in 1677 to serve as a court-house, and the private residence 
| of James Sandelands. Dr. Martin, in his work mentioned before, 

and Dr. Smith, in his History of Delaware County, agree that the 
House of Defence was the probable place of meeting; but Henry 
G. Ashmead, basing his opinion chiefly on the authority of De- 
borah Logan, and on the small size of the House of Defence, in- 
clines to accept Sandelands’ house as the legislative hall. Although 
it is impossible to examine the arguments in this brief paper, it 
seems probable that most of the evidence weighs in favor of the 
House of Defence. 

This house, the only public building in Upland at the time of 
Penn’s landing, was erected in 1677 at the order of the Court. 
The justices had been meeting for some time in a tavern, and felt 
that the majesty of the law should be housed in more reputable 
and satisfactory surroundings. The site of the building, which we 
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shall see later this afternoon, has been fixed very exactly by Ed- 
ward Armstrong; although Dr. Smith believes that the location 
cannot be determined so definitely. Mr. Armstrong’s account may 
be quoted, however, and accepted with reservations. According 
to his calculations, the House of Defence: 


“stood on the east side of, and at an angle to, the present 
Front street (now Edgmont avenue), which was laid out after 
its erection, and the eastern line of which street ran through 
the center of the building from its south-east to 1ts north-west 
corners.” 


Ashmead places the House eighty-four feet from the north-east 
corner of Front and Filbert Streets. The House was torn down 
in 1793, and no trace of it remains today. 

Sandelands’ house, if that be accepted as the probable place of 
meeting, was a very large dwelling, standing a short distance 
south-east from Front and Third Streets. Mr. Baker will give a 
more exact description of its location. 

The Assembly busied itself first with the routine business of or- 
ganization and rules of procedure. Perhaps it was a significant 
forecast of Pennsylvania politics that in the honest days of Wil- 
liam Penn, the first Assembly felt obliged to unseat one of its 
members, and to put in his place his opponent, whom the sheriff 
had illegally declared to be defeated. 

With this incidental business disposed of, the Assembly pro- 
ceeded to more serious work. The act of union of the six coun- 
ties was passed; naturalization of aliens on a most liberal basis 
was provided for; and the “Great Law,” the working body of 
laws for the Province, drawn up by Penn in England, was passed. 
This Great Law reflected admirably the high purpose and liberal 
convictions of the Proprietor. Liberty of conscience was set forth 
in no uncertain terms. The government was made popular in a 
degree which was exceptional for those days. Evil was attacked 
uncompromisingly, and penalties provided for gambling, duelling, 
or immorality of any other sort; but the penalties were very much 
within reason, although at the time, in English courts, the most 
minor offence was punishable by death. The entire code was 
based on principles of the greatest value: toleration, equity and 
humanity; all of which we cherish and admire today, but which 
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98 i WILLIAM PENN IN PENNSYLVANIA 


were very uncommon in those-harsh times. It is a lasting monu- 
ment to the greatness and broadness of William Penn; it is equally 
a confirmation of his faith in the people of Pennsylvania as rulers 
and legislators. 

The Assembly adjourned after sitting four days, although there 
was still much business to be transacted. No press of legislation 
could prevail against the wish of the members from the lower 
counties to return to their homes. Accordingly, the session was 
declared to be adjourned, with the provision for re-convening 
within the next fortnight. This was never done, and the re- 
mainder of the business was postponed until the meeting of the 
Second Assembly in the next year. 

Time has seen the disappearance of most of the traces of this 
first meeting of the Assembly of Pennsylvania. The House of 
Defence was demolished in 1793; Sandelands’ house had fallen 
into ruin before that. Not one of the laws passed at that first 
brief session still stands upon the statute book. The relic of which 
we possess the latest record is mentioned by Watson in his inex- 
haustible Annals, as follows: 


“ The oaken chair in which William Penn sat as chief of 
that Assembly, is said to be now in the possession of the aged 
and respectable widow of Colonel (Persifor) Frazer.” 


And so the chair from which the great Founder directed the 
work of his first democratic legislature may still survive, a symbol 
of the noble and significant work which Penn and his yeomen 
legislators did so well. 
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AT THE SITE OF THE HOUSE OF DEFENCE 


At the close of the address of Mr. Sprogell, under the leader- 
ship of the Chester High School Band, the entire audience sang 
the “ Star Spangled Banner,” and then marched across the bridge 
at Second Street to the site of the House of Defence, Second and 
Edgmont Avenue, for the unveiling of the bronze tablet which had 
been suitably placed on that building, both for the occasion and for 
permanent marking of this historic place. The unveiling of the 
tablet was in charge of Dr. Albert Cook Myers, who made a brief 
and appropriate statement, thus bringing the exercises of the day 
to a successful close. 

Both bronze tablets were designed gratis by the noted Phila- 
delphia architect, Paul P. Cret. 
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Chester, Pa. (cont.) 
Planned by William Penn, 38 
Plan of 1867, 37 
Streets, 36 
See also Upland, Pa. 
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Chester Co., Pa., 20, 42 
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Copeland, Caleb, 24 
Cornell, William M., 34 
Cornwallis, Lord, 43 
Costume Parade, 64, 80 
Court Records, 37 
Craig, Walter H., 63 
Cret, Paul P., 99 
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Seal, 65 
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Edgmont Ave., Chester, 
28, 36 
Edmundson, William, 18, 23 
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Called Plantation, 21 
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Illustration, 84 
Name, 18 
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Site of, 13 
Essex House Tablet 
Illustration, 66, 84 
Unveiled, 85 
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Fenwick’s Colony, 18 

First Assembly. See Pennsylvania. 
Assembly 

Fisher, Sydney G., 51 

Flemming, Clifford, 79 

Fletcher, Mr., 27 

Flintshire, Wales, 87 

Flowers Family, 22 


Ae i oe ae, : ai} 
aed in 
iy a) 


a 
» 


‘ ae ae ” fi 5 i> hai aw 
Ue eA me) a Lp es 
Celi os nan an.) 
Aa ae) 
~ra,' ath Ba >a - es : 
- 1 . 


v4 Rae * 4 ri a 
wt Vint, ae ay Vc eee 


Si Ot) na + Pe ity a hf are 0 , = 
, pe 7“ Ce ve ia vs PD AY ot 
xaqur ; Ni . a h eon : 4 i aes : : 7 


Oa i acy “> 


7 | 


‘We " : i : 
dh i? Py A yun 
{ We nie Oe ash Prag : 
15 MAM Abus ad aia 
ae toe 
y ‘ 6. ee 
[ atv fe ’ 
a. Th} 
: _ val me ie 
fi ol Aye, 
i ay nae 
Lap te! 


wy, 
oar 
i 


2 


is ; rf} a : , de ; 
po 4k tm © ee Par A bh Ati ala 
- Mv Mu a oe 4] ae uA Ma y ine a : a 
i i re A fii ; 


: 

ari. 

a 
.) ie Pts ath" 4} 








——= ss ee ee ae 
LS 


102 INDEX 


Franklin, Benjamin, 42, 46 

Franklin Grammar School, 64, 84 

Frazer, Persifor, 98 

Friend. Newspaper, 13 

Friends. Persecutions, 17 

Friends’ Books, 87 
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